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O nce again, the calendar has turned and a 

new year has arrived.  Wasnõt it only three 

weeks ago that we were welcoming 2009?  

These years go by so quickly!  

2010 promises to be an awesome year at Embry 

Hills, as we build upon the healing we experienced 

and the momentum and energy we generated in 

2009.  Thank you for all you do in support of Embry 

Hills mission and ministry!  You are generous ser-

vants  

As you know, we are now in the process of con-

ducting our annual financial campaign to underwrite 

our ministry in 2010.  After the sterling finish we 

had to 2009 and the continued evidence of economic 

recovery, we hope that we can continue to demon-

strate growth in giving.  It is no longer feasible for us 

to bring ministry in line with giving; instead, we 

have the wonderful opportunity to bring giving in 

line with ministry and to offer the resources neces-

sary to carry out all that God is calling us to do.  

Embry Hills offers a remarkable ministry that is 

making a real difference in peopleõs lives.  One per-

son who recently joined our church remarked that 

Embry Hills is one of the warmest and most welcom-

ing churches she has ever known!  

And, speaking of new members, isnõt it wonderful 

that so many amazing people joined our church fam-

ily in 2009, allowing us to show the greatest net in-

crease in membership since 1985!  You are doing a 

fabulous job, and people are responding.  Congratula-

tions, and thank you.  

I do hope that each of you is presently in prayer 

about the level of financial support you can offer to 

Embry Hills in 2010.  Our campaign will culminate 

with Pledge Sunday on Palm Sunday, March 28 th .  

Between now and then, we will have numerous op-

portunities to worship and to pray and to give thanks 

for the gift we all have to be part of a church with 

such a bright witness.  

For those of youñand you are many! ñwho made 

generous second-mile gifts in 2009, I hope that you 

can incorporate all of part of your extra gifts into 

your 2010 giving.  Standing as we are on the brink of 

our 50 th  anniversary, we have the opportunity to be-

gin writing a new and exciting history for the next 

fifty years.  Your continued generosity will be critical 

in helping us to move with hope and confidence into 

our second fifty years.  

With a strong tradition and a hopeful future, 

Embry Hills United Methodist Church embraces its 

calling to reflect the unconditional love of Jesus in 

this time and place.  

Mark Sargent is senior pastor of Embry Hills 

United Methodist Church, an inclusive commu-

nity of faith.  
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Our Church Family  
Staff Directory  

Name  E-Mail*  Ext Title 

Mark Sargent  marks 111 Senior Pastor 

Elaine Puckett  elainep  112 Associate Pastor  

Valerie Harvard  valerieh  114 Pastor to Children  

Victoria  Lawson  victorial  113 Director, Youth  

Jane Carter  janec  121 Office Administration  

Amir Zaheri  amirz 117 
Director Music &  

Worship Arts  

Lori Cora  loric  123 Financial Secretary  

Sally Kramer  

Adele Harrison  
n/a  104 

Co -Directors  

Kindergarten  

*follow e -mail addresses with @embryhillsumc.org  

Telephone: (770) 938 -0661 
Church E -Mail: info@embryhillsumc.org  

Newsletter E -Mail:  

newsletter@embryhillsumc.org  
Newsletter Editor: Larry Donroe -Wells 

In memory of Alice Chalkley, mother of 

Jane Griffin: Linton & Ruth Broome, Chart 

& Linda Bonham, Larry & Frances 

McKinney, Sylvia Pannell, Earl & Anne 

Witcher, Jim & Margine Johnson, Diane 

Roberts, Bob & Jo Ann Hinton, Mary Jo 

Garvin (Ministry & Missions), Fellowship 

Sunday School Class, Jack & Veleta Holley, 

Shirley Carriker, (Apportionments), Jo 

Pittman (Music Ministry)  

In memory of Paul Ramsey: Cecil & 

Huvian Ingram, Sue Jiles, Harold & 

Charlotte Mauldin, Sylvia Pannell, Diane 

Roberts, Linton & Ruth Broome, Shirley 

Burdine, Cliff & Jane Griffin, (Ministry & 

Missions), Jack Nichols Bible Class, Nancy 

Wolff, Sylvia Pannell Circle, (Help Fund), Jo 

Pittman (Music Ministry), Jack & Veleta 

Holley (Apportionments)  

In memory of Mary Frances Brough:  

Harry & Linder Clark, Lori Cora, Pete & 

Elaine Eisemann, Curt Halstead, Harold & 

Charlotte Mauldin, Bob & Jo Ann Hinton, 

Jerry & Suzanne Wilson, Paul & Helen 

Swope, Glenn & Sue Creech, Cecil & Huvian 

Ingram, Myrtle Edenfield, Enon Hugh 

Edenfield, & Rebecca Lingerfelt, Gloria 

Denny, Sue Jiles, Sylvia Pannell, Linton & 

Ruth Broome, Ann & John Hill, Jim & Pat 

Barlow, Shirley Burdine, Cliff & Jane 

Griffin, Jo Pittman, Earl & Anne Witcher, 

Jim & Margine Johnson, Debasish Hajra, Al 

& Dottie Coltrane, Mary Jo Garvin, 

(Ministry & Missions),  Shirley Carriker 

(Apportionments), Fellowship S.S. Class, 

Jack & Alice Glover, (Music & Worship 

Arts),  Nancy Wolff (Help Fund)  

In memory of Gloria Sweetin,  mother of 

Karen Roth :  Julie Hall, Jo Pittman, (Music 

Ministry)  

(òGiftsó continued on page 4) 

Gifts Given as of December 15, 2009  

Chuck Bell  

Jack Ernst  

Barbara Loar  

Susan Coombs 

Lilly Hoffman  

Dee Moore 

Jim Lowry**  

Grace Lowry**  

Millie Taylor**  

Kaye Fason**  

Madonna Holley**  

Please continue prayers for:  

         ** Homebound Members  

Transitions 

Susan Sutherland passed away December 14, 

2009. Services were held in Illinois; a memorial ser-

vice was held in Atlanta December 22, 2009.  

Alice Chalkley , mother of Jane Griffin , died No-

vember 28, 2009 in Griffin, GA. A funeral service 

was held December 1, 2009 in Griffin.  
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Our Homebound members celebrating birthdays in 

January : 

January 23:  

Ann Price  

Rosemont at Stone Mountain  

5160 Springview Avenue  

Room #416A  

Stone Mountain, GA  30083 

 

These important members of our congregation 

appreciate hearing from their church family. Please 

reach out to them with cards, phone calls, and visits, 

and keep them in your prayers. Thank you  

 ~Marcille Metaxas  

Deadline for the  

February 2010 Newsletter:  
Friday, January 15th, 2010   

Send all content to 

newsletter@embryhillsumc.org  

Seniors are Special  
For the Young at Heart 50 & Older  

The monthly meetings of Seniors are Special are 

held in the Family Life Center of Embry Hills UMC, 

located at 3304 Henderson Mill Road.  The lunches  

are $7 and the fellowship is free.  Programs vary by 

the month.  The next meeting will be held January 26, 

2010  at 11:30 a.m. in the Family Life Center.  

A special program will be presented by Peter 

Bonner, who will share his research surrounding 

Margaret Mitchellõs, Gone with the Wind.  Mr. Bonner 

owns and operates Historical & Hysterical Tours  in 

and around Jonesboro, GA.   He has spent many years 

researching accounts of  the people and Battle of 

Jonesboro Margret Mitchell wrote about in Gone With 

the Wind . Peter spins tales of the characters and 

events in and around Jonesboro that are included in 

the famous book.   He is a vivid story teller, Civil War 

historian,  and Civil War Re -enactor.   He has been 

featured in Southern Living Magazine and several 

other publications. Donõt miss this worthwhile and 

enjoyable program!  

For reservations, call (770) 938 -0661 by Friday, 

January 22nd; all cancellations should be made no 

later than Monday, January 25th.  

Congratulations to Eloise Riner , who is the 

proud great grandmother of Cole Bradford 

McKnight (born December 11, 2009). Coleõs grand-

mother, Cindy Riner McKnight, was a long -time 

childhood member of EHUMC.  

Iõve been sworn to secrecy, but rumor 

has it that Grace Coogan will be 

celebrating her 102nd birthday in 

January. Happy Birthday to Grace 

from her Embry Hills UMC Family!  

Mark your space calendars! On July 19 th , 

children will transform into Galactic Blast cadets 

who will voyage into outer space praising God. 

Through daily missions, your kids will see space like 

never before, gain a new perspective on our planet 

Earth, and learn easy "green" earth tips they can 

practice at home. This cosmic combination of faith 

and fun will have your cadets developing a personal 

relationship with God through Jesus Christ.  

For all starship captains, commanders and 

galactic specialist who wish to join us on our voyage, 

the following website will give you some ideas on 

cosmic decorations: http://www.cokesburyvbs.com/

galactic -blast/photo -gallery.php. If you are 

interested in volunteering for our week in space, 

please contact Valerie Harvard in the church office.  

VBS ð 2010    

GALACTIC 

BLAST 

July 19-23 



 

In memory of Keith Jernigan:   Earl & Vicki 

Wiggers (Ministry & Missions), Pat & Jim 

Barlow (Quilt Ministry)  

In honor of the confirmation of Allyn Waller:  

Pete & Elaine Eisemann (Ministry & Missions)  

In honor of Square Pegs Circle: Diane Roberts 

(Ministry & Missions)  

In honor of the 2009 Confirmands & Faith 

Friends:  Lori Avirett -Mackenzie (Ministry & 

Missions)  

In honor of Victoria Lawson & Confirmands: 

Julie Hall (Youth Ministry)  

In honor of Amir: Julie Hall (Music Ministry)  

In honor of Nick & Alyssa Poulos:  Dorothy 

Jones (Music & Worship Arts)  

In memory of Sue Coates: Catherine Maloney 

(Music & Worship Arts)  

In memory of Wanda Waldenõs parents, and 

in honor of her children and grandchildren: 

Wanda Walden  (Music & Worship Arts)  

In memory of Peggy Weber Madison who 

loved dance, music, song & life,  sister of Paula 

Martin: Paula Martin (Music & Worship Arts)  

In memory of Karl Holcombe Sr. who played 

a òmean guitaró, grandfather of Kim Openo: 

Kim Openo (Music & Worship Arts)  

In honor of Amir & the Choir:  Jerry & 

Suzanne Wilson (Music & Worship Arts)  

In honor of Victoria, Amir & the Choir: 

Leslie Meier (Music & Worship Arts)  

In honor of Amir Zaheri:  Harry Dangel, 

Myrtle Hunt, (Music & Worship Arts)  

In honor of Gordon Harrison: anonymous 

donor (Music & Worship Arts)  

In memory of Shelley Harmon: anonymous 

donor (Music & Worship Arts)  

In honor of the music that provides a warm 

place in our hearts: Raymond & Peggy Gray 

(Music & Worship Arts)  

In honor of Rebecca, Valerie, & Barbara:  

Marcille Metaxas (ANIB)  

In honor of the marriage of Serene Ackall & 

Fulton Varner:  Steve & Susan Rasor (Mission)  

In honor of Elaine: Monday a.m. Bible Study 

Group (Apportionments)  

In honor of Cecil & Huvian Ingram:  Scott 

Tarr (Ministry & Missions)  

In honor of my Dad, Bob Metaxas: Marcille 

Metaxas (Extra Mile)  

In memory of my Mom, Nancy Metaxas:  

Marcille Metaxas (Networks)  

In honor of Mary Jo Garvinõs Birthday: 

Shirley Burdine (Apportionments)   

In honor of Mark:  Wednesday Morning Bible 

Study Class (Apportionments)  

In honor of Jim & Grace Lowry:  H.L. & Sue 

Ownbey (Apportionments)   

(òõGiftsó continued from page 2) 
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Jerry and Abby Gardner : Jerry is a professional pho-

tographer specializing in golf photography. Abby is an 

administrative assistant for a law firm. Jerry loves golf 

while Abby enjoys travel and reading. They have 2 chil-

dren and 4 grandchildren. (As a side note: Jerry has a 

special relationship with Santa).  

Drs. Jim and Stephanie Weaver:  Jim, born and 

raised in Athens, received his BS & MA degrees from 

UGA and PhD from Indiana University. He is a Sr. 

Health Communication Scientist at the CDC; he loves 

family time, home improvement projects and competi-

tive endurance motorcycle riding. Stephanie was born 

and raised in Taipei, Taiwan. She received a BA from 

VA Tech, a MA from Auburn and PhD from the Univer-

sity of Alabama. She is an ORISE Research Fellow in 

the National Center for Health Marketing at the CDC. 

She also enjoys family time, reading, decorating and 

competitive shopping. Jim and Stephanie have 3 chil-

dren: Cristopher James (22), a senior at VA Tech, 

Amanda Lee, a 3 rd  grader at Evansdale Elementary 

who competes in gymnastics, and Jay (3), a preschooler.  

Be sure and give all of our newest members a warm 

Embry Hills welcome!  

(òNew Membersó, continued from page 5) 
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Welcome New Members 
The doors at Embry Hills have been open and welcom-

ing new members for nearly fifty years. In 2009, while 

other churches are seeing declining membership, ours 

continues to grow. In fact, our net growth in 2009 is the 

largest our church has experienced since 1985!  

Come meet the newest members of Embry Hills UMC 

who joined our church family in December.  

Roy Reed, Jasmine and Roy, Jr .: the Reeds are 

originally from Oklahoma and have been in Atlanta for 

three years.   Roy is retired after a career in the US 

Army as a medic.   Jasmine is a senior at Lakeside High 

School and was recently honored by being selected to 

participate in the National Youth Leadership Forum in 

Washington, DC.  She is a proud  member of the Embry 

Hills Chancel Choir.   Roy, Jr. is a freshman at Lakeside 

High School and his hobbies include a love for video 

games.   

Mary and Libba James -Ricks, Leah and 

Hailey : Libba graduated with a BS from Kennesaw in 

1992. She first taught in Cobb County, and now is now 

a teacher in Dekalb  County. She is a  Georgia Bulldog 

fan. Mary graduated from University of Florida in 1992 

with a BFA in creative photography. She returned to 

school and graduated from Brenau University in 2002 

with a  combined BS and MS degree. She is an occupa-

tional therapist,  working part time in pediatrics and 

part time at Shepherd Center with adults with brain 

injury. Leah and Hailey attend school at St. Andrews 

Presbyterian Church, where Leah is in Kindergarten, 

and Hailey is in the 3 year old  class. Hailey loves Cin-

derella, and Leah has become quite the good little ka-

rate student.  

Rebekah Martin -Fong, Nicole and Curtis Lee:    

Rebekah is a Spanish teacher at Wesleyan school in 

Norcross, teaching kindergartners through fourth grad-

ers.  She is a graduate of Agnes Scott College.   Growing 

up, Rebekah lived in both Trinidad and the Dominican 

Republic, since her parents were both missionar-

ies.  She is married to Gary, and they have two chil-

dren, Nicole and Curtis Lee. Nicole is a 3rd grader at 

Simpson Elementary in Norcross and loves baseball 

and karate.   Curtis Lee is a kindergartner at Simpson 

Elementary and loves baseball and building spaceships 

with Legos. Rebekah is particularly grateful for her 

welcome at Embry Hills, which she describes as one of 

the warmest and most welcoming congregations she 

has ever met!  

Stanley Caldwell and Cammie : Stanley is part 

owner of Chapman Hall Realty in Atlanta.   A native 

Atlantan, she studied marketing at the University of 

West Georgia, after which she worked for a brokerage 

firm and spent several years in the real estate and 

mortgage businesses.  She became part owner of Chap-

man Hall in 2006.   She loves watching and playing 

sports, enjoys working out, and is proud of her dog 

"Corky."   Cammie is a fifth -grader at Greater Atlanta 

Christian School. She plays basketball, takes Irish 

dance, is a purple belt in karate, and serves as the fifth -

grade representative on the student council.    

Dr. Jennifer and Eric Smith, Connor and Lily : 

Jennifer is a clinical psychologist employed by the VA 

and Eric is a project manager for a commercial con-

tracting company.   They have two children, Connor (5), 

who is in kindergarten and Lily (3).   Eric became a pro-

ject manager after serving 6 years in the Marine 

Corps.   

Jane Grabowski : Jane is a native Atlantan, though 

she has some very deep roots on a Mississippi farm. She 

graduated from Druid Hills High School, Birmingham -

Southern College, and did further graduate study at 

Mercer University and Georgia State. She had a distin-

guished 30 year career with the Dekalb County School 

System, both as a teacher and as a principal at 3 

schools. In her retirement, she enjoys tennis, bridge, 

reading and travel. Her late husband, Dick, played 

baseball for the old Atlanta Crackers. Jane and Dick 

were introduced to each other by Janeõs father, who was 

the chief of oral surgery at Emory University. Jane has 

3 daughters, Nancy, Cathy and Beth, and 4 grandchil-

dren.  

Chris Nesbitt and Suzanne Estes : Chris is a physi-

cal therapist at Shepherd Center and works with 

chronic pain and multiple sclerosis patients. Suzanne is 

a writer and educator working in instructional design 

at McKesson. Together, they have been renovating 

their home by themselves. Suzanne likes to cook and 

read, while together they like the outdoors. Chris 

states, òI am very proud of my smart and wonderful 

wife.ó Suzanne says, òWe are outnumbered in our house 

by two cats and a big silly dog.ó Chris concludes, òThere 

is at least some dog and/or cat fur on everything I 

wear.ó 

(òNew Membersó, continued on page 4) 
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EHUMC 

D o you have spare time on Friday 

mornings? Can you spend an hour of your 

time to help children in need by packing 

bags of healthy snacks for them to eat? The Snax Sax 

program has expanded to include the students at 

McClendon Elementary School in addition to 

Pleasantdale. With so many more bags to pack each 

week, we need extra donations to fill the bags and 

extra hands to help pack them. When you are 

shopping for groceries for your family, please 

remember the children who are not as fortunate. 

Many families rely on the free breakfast and lunch 

programs at school to provide nutritional meals for 

their children. On the weekends, many of these 

children donõt have enough healthy food to eat.  

Please consider picking up a few items from the Snax 

Sax list and dropping them off in the pink bins in the 

church. If you can help to pack and deliver the bags 

please come to the church at 9:00 on Friday 

mornings.  

Thank you to everyone who contributed gifts for 

the Giving Tree in December. We received many 

donations for the Atlanta Womenõs Shelter and the 

children at the United Methodist Childrenõs Home. 

Your gifts helped to brighten their Christmas and 

spread Godõs love. We will have additional 

opportunities to help others within our community in 

the new year. One exciting event will be working 

with members of other United Methodist churches in 

the Atlanta Emory district to build a Habitat for 

Humanity home. The construction will begin in late 

February or early March. Please look for more 

information in the coming weeks on ways that you 

can help with this important project.  

Even during these difficult economic times, the 

members of Embry Hills continue to show their 

generosity and concern for others through sharing 

their gifts and their time. In the words of Winston 

Churchill, òWe make a living by what we get, but we 

make a life by what we give.ó  

~Kim McDaniel  

Outreach Co-Chair  

The Outreach committee is sponsoring a new pro-

ject beginning in 2010 called Change for Change.   We 

will have a jug out in the narthex on Sunday morn-

ings and ask that you empty your wallets and pock-

ets of any change you have as you walk in or out of 

the sanctuary.    Everything collected during the first 

quarter of the year will be donated in early April to 

NETWorks.   Each quarter of the year a different 

charity will be selected for a total of, you guessed it, 

four charities a year being helped by your pocket 

change!  Easy!  So please be on the lookout for the 

Change for Change jug in the narthex beginning the 

first Sunday in January.  

NETWorks is a cooperative Christian ministry 

that helps the needy residing in the Northlake --

Embry Hills --Tucker (that's the NET part of NET-

Works) area with rent, utilities, food, gas, lodging 

and other necessities.   NETWorks will be moving to 

their new location at Tucker First Baptist on Lavista 

Rd. in December and will begin to see clients there as 

of January 4th.   For more information about NET-

Works, please visit their website at 

www.networkscooperativeministry.org .  

~Suzanne Segler 

Outreach Committee 

Change for Change  
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Ministries  

EHUMC will be joining 49 other churches in the 

Atlanta -Emory District early next year to build a 

Habitat for Humanity townhome. The nearby location 

is on Pounds Road off Highway 29 across from the large 

Pikesõ Nursery. This will be our first effort in building a 

Habitat home and already there is much excitement 

among our church members to be able to participate.  

Several years ago, we built seven churches in 

Mexico utilizing teams of different Methodist churches 

throughout North Georgia. Each team raised funds and 

took on responsibility for a specific portion of the build, 

such as foundation, walls, stucco, electrical, carpentry, 

etc. The teams were scheduled for a specific week during 

the summer to complete their tasks, and by the early 

fall a new Methodist church was dedicated and ready for 

a new congregation.  

With the current project, anyone within the Atlanta -

Emory District can work on any given weekend with 

others from the 50 member churches. This is a great 

opportunity to not only be involved in building a family 

a new home, but also in meeting folks that we rarely, if 

ever, have a chance to meet. There will be a website up 

around the end of December/1 st part of January where 

you can go and sign up for any available weekend day 

that you can work. There will also be opportunities for 

those who canõt physically be there to work but want to 

be involved at some level.  I will let everyone know as 

soon as the website is operational.  

Of course, this project isnõt without expenses and 

our churchõs portion of the building cost is $4,000 . While 

I know times have been tight, I also know that Embry 

Hills UMC has a really big heart and can be counted on 

to support these worthwhile causes such as Habitat. 

These funds need to be in place by the middle of 

January  in order for the project to start on schedule. 

The proposed start date is late February/early March, 

depending on permits, weather, etc.  

Can you help? As you are able, please give a check to 

the church representing whatever you feel to be your 

fair share of this cost and mark it: òHabitat for 

Humanity.ó 

I thank you in advance, having faith in your 

generosity and willingness to work for the well being of 

families who are just like us but need a place they can 

call home.  

~Lee Hockman 

Lay Leader  

A Plea for Help  With Thanks 
Thank you so much for your support of our veterans 

at the Annual Veterans Day breakfast!   The Vision 

class would like to thank the Joyful and Emmaus 

classes for their help with food.   If you  know Embry 

Hills members who have served in the military and 

are not on our list, please contact Carolyn Shaffer at 

(404) 296-2039.  

EHUMC Veterans attending the Annual Veterans Day 

Breakfast in November, 2009.  

At the December, 2009 Administrative Council 

Meeting, Paul Swope, representing the Embry Hills 

Craftsmenõs Guild, presented two amazing and gen-

erous gifts to the church. First, as a means to help 

the church meet its annual budget, the Craftsmen 

have offered up to $5,000 towards the payment of 

church utilities for the month of December. Second, 

to meet the demands and maintenance needs of the 

church facilities, they have provided a $20,000 gift 

to establish an endowment fund which may be used 

for facility maintenance and improvements.  

On behalf of the entire congregation, we thank 

the Craftsmen for their generous contributions and 

for the wonderful ongoing service they provide to 

the church. Among other things, the Craftsmen op-

erate the Thrift Store (in the rear of the parking lot) 

every Saturday morning from 9 ñ12. If you have a 

household item you wish to donate, the Craftsmen 

will happily take it off your hands.  
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EHUMC 

2010 is upon us with the theme Faith..Hope..Love 

in Actionó to be our motivation. We look forward to 

our efforts in striving for our goal.  

During this past year, Kitchen Delights , our cook-

book, has been well received and has made it possible 

for us to acquire funds to be used for our chosen mis-

sion areas. These will be determined early in Janu-

ary. We ask you to remember these cookbooks are 

still available and make a great gift for any occasion.  

December is always a special month for us 

as we consider honoring those we feel have 

been very special here at Embry Hills. At 

our Christmas Banquet, LeyAnna Messick 

and Cary Palmer were each given 

a UMW pin in recognition for the 

many ways they have worked to-

ward achieving the purpose of the 

United Methodist Women. In ad-

dition, we chose Larry Donroe -

Wells as the recipient of a gift to mission 

for the many hours he shares with us at 

Embry Hills. Chosen as our youth for the 

gift to mission in his name could be none 

other than Taylor Chicoine. Over the 

years, all four members of the Chicoine 

family have been honored through a gift to 

mission by the UMW. We offer a special 

feeling of gratitude for those chosen this 

year.  

A great thanks was extended to Charlotte Maul-

din who was given a bunch of new baskets of all 

kinds and sizes by a friend. She offered them to 

many of us for great prices and was able to raise over 

$100.00. The Bailey Circle voted to send this plus 

their Sunshine Fund to Steve and Diane Springer, 

who previously served at Thousand Sticks but now 

serve at Lower Beech Fork Mission, a part of Red 

Bird Mission in Kentucky.  

With 2010 upon us, we invite all women to check 

out one of our òCircles.ó New ones will be forming in 

January; the Circles offer a great opportunity to ex-

plore what United Methodist Women do. Please con-

tact me (Sue Ownbey) at shownbey@yahoo.com, 770-

493-7642 or the Church Office at 770 -938-0661.  

Our Service Project for January: Snack Sax (food 

items or money gifts).  

Dates for January, 2010  

Monday, January 4 ñSquare Pegs at Tah Cha 

Teahouse at North Hills at 7:00 p.m. (see below)  

Tuesday, January 5 ñ10:00 a.m. General Meet-

ing in the Chapel. (Executive Board will meet at 

9:30 a.m.)  

Tuesday, January 5 ñafter lunch, Elaine Eise-

mann Circle  at the church  

Tuesday, January 19 at 10:00 a.m.: The Shiners 

at the home of Shirley Burdine , 3926 Stonegate 

Dr.  

The Ruth Broome Circle at the home of Ruth, 

2886 Dunnington Cir.  

Happy New Year!  

~Sue Ownbey 

President, EHUMC Chapter  

The Square Pegs  UMW group will kick off 

the new year with a meeting on Mon-

day, January 4, 7:00pm at Tah Cha Tea-

house .  Please join us as we begin plan-

ning events for 2010.  Some of the group 

meets at 6:30 to eat dinner and chat before the 

meeting, so come early for food and fun.  The group 

is a wonderful way to give back through the UMW 

mission of helping children and youth around the 

world.  

We will begin the new year, 2010, with our 

regular meeting at 07:30am for breakfast on 

January 10. After a short planning session, 

Jim Drew will present our first guest speaker 

for the year. All members are invited to at-

tend. We need to select a date for the BBQ. 

I am looking at March 27 and April 3 as pos-

sible dates.  

U
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Ministries  

The Book Shelf  
THE CASE FOR A CREATOR  

by Lee Strobell  

Lee Strobell begins his account searching for the 

truth by describing   his adventure as a young journalist 

in Chicago.   As a rookie reporter in 1974,  he is given an 

assignment to  a West Virginia mining  community. The 

community was up in arms over books being placed in 

the schools that discussed "evolution".   This experience 

challenged his own beliefs...!  

Strobell  grew up as a Christian  but turned to 

atheism following college science studies.   

The research for his story challenged his thinking. 

This  coupled with a renewed commitment by his wife 

to Christ led him to   undertake a research project ..   

The Case for A Creator is a most enlightening and 

intriguing account of his search.   He shares details of 

interviews with  prominent scientist who   are committed 

to God. They convinced him that science & God   go 

together.   It is not a matter  of pointing to science as 

opposed to pointing only to God.   

The book lays out case after case sharing his and 

their conviction that the deeper and richer pool of 

contemporary scientific research affirm GOD !   He 

invites the reader to join him in his conviction.  

~Jim Johnson  

November 2009 contributions were $88,801.78 and 

expenses were $88,697.34, resulting in a net 

income of $104.44. The Line of Credit (LOC) 

balance for November 30, 2009 remains this month 

at $135,800. YTD apportionments paid are 

$106,229.00, against a total due of $123,803 for the 

full year of 2009.  

òEducation is not the filling of a bucket, but the 

lighting of a fire .ó                                  --  W. B. Yeats 
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Shepherding Ministry  

In the Shepherding Ministry, we match a shep-

herd with our new members to introduce them to 

others of like interest and to give them a tour or our 

facilities: Library, Family Life Center, Sunday School 

classes, office, etc.  A shepherd  endeavors to de-

termine the interests of our new members and to 

get them involved in church activities.  The shep-

herd  points out the many opportunities offered by 

the church such as choir, youth groups, senior citi-

zen groups, recreational activities, worship services 

and study groups.  
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Youth  Fellowship  

Y outh Ministries ended 2009 pretty much the 

way weõve tried to live all of the year.  It was a 

good mix of outreach, faith work and fun.  In 

December, we gave our time to assist with the annual 

UMW/UMM Christmas banquet and celebrated with 

Taylor Chicoine, LeyAnna Messick (both in our Youth 

family) as they were recognized for their leadership at 

EHUMC with a gift to missions from the United Meth-

odist Women.  Many of our members gave their sup-

port to the Childrenõs Ministriesõ annual Night in Beth-

lehem by helping out in various ways in costume and/

or behind the scenes.  Together we shared Christmas 

carols with a few of our church family members in the 

community.  We talked about giving (and receiving); 

used the Bible to see examples of other gifts recorded 

there; and shared what intangible gifts we really want 

(and can) give and receive.  We shared our joys and 

concerns with each other.  We unwrapped silly gifts 

after sharing a meal together.  We celebrated the end 

of exams and the beginning of school break with a 

movie night and then followed it with a meeting about 

our summer mission trip before we take a little break 

from Sunday nights.  Yup, thatõs what we doñwe 

reach out, we learn and grow and we enjoy each other.  

Not such a bad plan, if you ask me.  Thankfully, we 

have a great crew of adult volunteers, student leaders 

and student members who are totally on board.  We 

welcome newcomers any time and invite you to become 

an active part of a special group at Embry Hills UMC.   

Happy New Year!!!!!  I cannot believe it is 2010!  

Ready or not, we are beginning a new decade together.  

Many plans for the year are in place and many more 

will be made.  Old traditions will continue ñ30-Hour 

Famine, Youth Sunday, Youth Week, summer mission 

trip ñand new ones will be formed.  I do hope that you 

will help to make everything happen with your input 

and participation as only you can.  There is so much we 

can accomplish together.   

Hereõs a suggestion as you try to compose your 

New Yearõs resolutionsñkeep it simple.  How about:  

Do no harm, do good and stay in love with God.  Sound 

familiar?  Rueben Jobõs book, Three Simple Rules , 

shares these teachings from John Wesleyõs General 

Rules for Methodist Societies  so that they are easily 

seen as rules we can continue to follow in the 21 st Cen-

tury.  Yeah, those sound like pretty good guidelines to 

work with as we force our self -improvement ideas down 

on paper each year.   

On my office doorway is a magnet that Brad & 

Holly Deal slipped into my birthday card earlier this 

year.  I like to stop and read it on a regular basis.  I 

share it with you to think on as you make your plans 

for 2010:   

Let your light shine.  

Be a source of strength and courage.  

Share your wisdom.  

Radiate love.   

                         ~Wilferd Peterson  

Peace & hope to you in the New Year, Victoria  

All  6th -12th   graders are welcome to attend youth 

activities.   For more information or to be added 

to the e -mail list, contact Victoria Lawson, Dir. of 

Youth Ministries, at victorial@embryhillsumc.org  

or 770 -938-0661, ext. 113.    

Sunday School (Sundays @ 9:45 a.m. in Room 

403):   Each week is a new topic, so come when you 

can.  We would love to spend the time with you!    

Youth Fellowship (Sundays @ 5:15 -7:30 p.m., be-

ginning in the Family Life Center; $3 for dinner):    

January 3:  No Youth Fellowship -New Yearõs Holi-

day.  Enjoy that last bit of time off.  Be Safe & Have 

Fun!!!  

January 10:  Time Capsule from 2000 Youth Fel-

lowship Group.  This blast from the past re -surfaced 

as I dug through the Youth Closet this summer.  After 

we get the chance to see what they chose to share with 

us, we will assemble our own for the 2020 Youth Fel-

lowship!  More details later but start thinking about 

what you want to add that represents middle and high 

schoolers in 2010.  Should be very interesting!  Janu-

ary 10 is also the due date for Summer Mission 

Trip deposit of $50.   

January 17 :  No Youth Fellowship ñMLK, Jr.õs 

Birthday Observance/Student Holidays   

January 24:  4th  Sunday Worship Service.  Any 

Youth are encouraged to participate in these services 

throughout the year by reading Scripture, sharing mu-

sic, leading or assisting with the devotion, offering a 

prayer.  Let Mathilda Avirett -Mackenzie or Victoria 

know how you would like to be involved this month.  

January 31:  5th  Sunday Game Night .  Wear your 

sneakers and be ready to play!  Everyone participates 

as we totally goof off!  
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Children Activities  
KidzTown Sunday School Curriculum  

Hereõs a peak at what the children in will be learning 

about in KidzTown on Sunday mornings through 

March.  

PRESCHOOL THROUGH 3 RD  GRADE  

January: Jesus and the Children  

Jesus proclaimed through his words and actions that 

children are valued by God. The c hildren will have the 

opportunity to: hear the story of Jesus welcoming the 

children; experience being a valued part of the faith 

community; see that we are all, young or old, children of 

God; see that every person is someone of worth; and see 

that children have things to teach adults.  

January/February: Three Women of Faith  

Wise and courageous women showed their love for God 

and Jesus through their faith and service. The children 

will have the opportunity to: become familiar with the 

stories of Priscilla, Lydia, and Dorcas; understand the 

importance of hospitality; understand that women had 

an important role in the spreading of the Gospel and 

using their skills and resources in service to God; dis-

cover that these women can be role models for everyone; 

and come to know other women as spiritual leaders.  

Lent :  The Empty Tomb  

The tomb where Jesus was buried was found 

empty.   Jesus is alive! Children will have the opportu-

nity to hear the Easter story as it is told in the Gospel 

of Luke; explore how Jesus' followers felt when they 

found the tomb empty; discover that the tomb was 

empty because Jesus is alive; recognize that Jesus did 

as he had promised -- he rose from the dead; and under-

stand that while other people do not come back to life as 

Jesus did, Jesus' resurrection shows us that we too will 

have new life with God.  

CLUB 45 (4 TH  AND 5 TH  GRADE)  

January: Making a World of Difference  

Club 45ers will be learning how their individual actions 

impact the world and how to live in the world in a way 

which pleases God.  

January/February: Talking with God  

The children we learn how to develop a deeper relation-

ship with God through prayer and how to recognize God 

at work in their lives.  

February/March: Under Pressure  

A look at many kinds of pressure our Club 45ers live 

with such as peer pressure and performance pressure 

and developing some strategies for handling pressure.  

òSince 1925, generations of 

children and youth have been 

invited by North Georgia 

United Methodist Churches to 

the forests surrounding Cane 

Creek Falls just north of Dah-

lonega.  Over the years, this place - long since known as 

Camp Glisson - has become holy ground as thou-

sands have experienced God's loving presence through 

the beauty and  the people they encounter here at 

camp. Creek hikes, kayaking, campfires, games, wor-

ship, swimming, climbing and play all combine to pro-

vide opportunities for personal and spiritual 

growth.   Many North Georgia clergy and those in full -

time Christian service have heard God's call to ministry 

in this place.   Even more have had their personal faith 

strengthened through the very real presence of God 

here.ó         (from the Camp Glisson website: www.campglisson.org)  

Camp Glisson is a wonderful summer experience 

for rising 2 nd graders through rising 12 th  graders with 

opportunities to attend the Village Camp and/or the 

Outdoor Adventure Camp.  During the summer of  

2009, 20 of the children and youth of EHUMC attended 

camp.  Unique to Embry Hills members who attend 

camp at Glisson is the Shelley Harmon Glisson Scholar-

ship Fund which was established in Shelleyõs memory. 

Shelley, daughter of Sammy and Patty Harmon and 

sister of Gray, was very active at Camp Glisson. The 

family has graciously established this fund in her mem-

ory to help share with others the Glisson experience 

that Shelley loved. Partial scholarships (determined by 

the number of  registrations) are available for children 

of EHUMC members.  

To learn more, check the following website for the 

2010 summer dates: http://www.campglisson.org/

summer_camp/dates_rates_registration.  Some camp 

weeks fill up very fast, so be sure to make plans for 

your child or youth to attend this summer.  When you 

register your child for camp, please be sure to send a 

copy of the confirmation form no later than Friday, 

March 5 th , to Valerie Harvard by email or hard copy in 

order to participate in the scholarship program.  



 

A Night in Bethlehem  
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Our Journey to Bethlehem  

Despite the cold and wet weather, many did make 

the journey to spend òA Night in Bethlehemó on Sat-

urday night, December 12.   About 250 members and 

guests walked the village in the Family Life Center 

that night.  And that total did not include the 50 vol-

unteers who operated the shops, nor another 30 who 

helped with set up and take down, crafts and cos-

tumes, or donated cider and cookies.  We thank the 

adults with older children and many of our Youth for 

being the shopkeepers and shepherds again, so that 

the families with younger children could enjoy the 

event with them.  It was wonderful to see parents 

chatting by the village well while their children went 

from shop to shop experiencing new scents and fla-

vors, or making instruments, pounding leather, writ-

ing Hebrew letters, dyeing muslin bags with natural 

dyes or weaving.  And we were pleased to see new 

families participating this year, several running a few 

of the shops:  Three Sisters Aromatics with Kameisha, 

Alyssa and Adriana White; Laura and Bobby Starling 

offering fresh baked biscuits at the Starling Bakery; 

Paula, Wes and Erica Martin teaching children to 

play the Dreidel game and Jane, Scott and Libby Sin-

ner running the òSinneró Market!   The Little Red 

Barn from Calhoun, GA again provided the stable 

with hay and gentle animals for our Holy families, the 

Messicks and the Washburns.  And we had commu-

nity involvement this year with the addition of Jimmy 

Waldrep, the manager of Tandy Leather.  He and his 

son assisted in the Tannery and brought actual hides 

to decorate the shop.  Tell him hello from Embry Hills 

if you visit his store on Lawrenceville Highway!  

We thank the Craftsmen for erecting the wonder-

ful gate they built two years ago and all the tasks 

they helped with, and Scott Whitfield for the profes-

sional lighting, not only for Bethlehem, but also for 

the Oratorio Chancel Choir Concert and Christmas 

Eve services. 

I especially thank Valerie Harvard, Barbara Har-

rison, Holly Deal and Tracy Carpenter for their crea-

tivity and leadership in coordinating this event.  It 

was again my privilege to work with all of the volun-

teers to help make our third annual journey to Bethle-

hem once again a success! 

  ~Rebecca Doolittle 
Photos courtesy of Brad Deal.  
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Upcoming Events  
Atlanta Decatur Oxford/Atlanta Emory Districts  

Annual Training Event (FREE)  

Sunday, January 24,   2:30 ð 5:00 PM  

at Sugarloaf United Methodist Church   

Please make plans to attend this annual training 

event.  

Some of the classes being offered are:  

To Go Where No One Has Gone Beforeé Serving on 

Staff/Pastor Parish Relations Committee,  

An Overview of Church Finances,  

Safe Sanctuaries/Stewards of Children,  

Attracting/Welcoming and Retaining Visitors,  

Lay Leadership,  

Trustees, 

Care and Prayer Ministries,  

Missions/Disaster Response,  

Self-Care for laity and clergy,  

Christian Education  

Ministry Action Team (M.A.T.)  

2010 Planning Retreat  

Saturday, January 23, 2010  

9:00 a.m. ñ 1:00 p.m.  

EHUMC: Education Wing  

For more upcoming events, 

please check the church 

calendar by visiting 

www.embryhillsumc.org.  


