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Sargent’s Voice 
From the desk of Mark Sargent, 
Senior Pastor at Embry Hills United 
Methodist Church: 

P reacher, say it ain’t so.  We’ve 
already done Lent.  You 
know, I gave up desserts for 

forty days back before Easter.  And 
now, we’re in the season of fresh 
tomatoes and food on the grill.  
Please don’t interrupt me with more 
talk about Lent.” 

Sorry to ruin your summer!  You 
can blame it on another one of those 
fringe-like books I read recently.  
Perhaps you’ve heard of it.  If not, I 
think you should read it.  Frankly, I 
think it should be required reading 
for every pastor, priest, church 
member, and Christian everywhere.  
It’s called Rescuing Jesus From the 
Church.  Written by Robin Meyers, 
a parish pastor in Oklahoma, it is 
an easily-readable, high-accessible 
book that introduces us to some of 
what ’s  been happening in 
Christianity in recent years. 

One of Meyers’ chapters is 
entitled, “Discipleship as Obedience, 
Not Observance.”  In his gently 
prophetic way, Meyers says that 
“the concept of discipleship today 
requires little, if any, sacrifice—not 
to mention submission.”  Christian 
congregations have become the 
competing entities for the “business” 
of the “church-shopping” crowd, so 
we want to make ourselves look as 
user-friendly as we can. 

I hope this brief passage from 
Meyer’s book will gracefully unsettle 
you as much as it did me. 

“Don’t worry, we say [to prospective 
church members], it’s not like getting 
married.  If you will agree to fill an 
empty spot in the pew and make a 
pledge, we can move in together.  
Then, after the flush of our initial 
infatuation has faded and we start 
quarreling, you can decide whether 
to keep any of the promises you 
didn’t make.” 

 Following Jesus is dangerous 
stuff.  And, Meyers is right that we 
have largely lost any idea of the cost 
of Christian discipleship.  At its 
worst, modern American religion 
has become contaminated with 
insidious ideas of all that one 
“gains” by following Jesus.  Another 
chapter in Meyers’ book is entitled, 
“Prosperity is Dangerous, Not 
Divine.”  The bottom line of much of 
the book is that we need to leave the 
comfort of worshiping Christ and 
observing religious rituals and enter 
the dangerous and costly world of 
imitating Jesus, who, of course, was 
known more for the traditions he 
challenged than for the ones he 
reinforced. 

Which leaves us with this 
Lenten question, right smack dab 
here in the middle of our summer.  
What will we give up to follow 
Jesus?  Assuming that we are 
carrying some kind of albatross-like 

baggage as we stumble after him, 
what must we let go of in order to 
more swiftly follow him?  To what 
are we clinging that is making it 
impossible for us to really grasp 
his hand and set our hearts to the 
work that was his and to which we 
are called?  By the way, these are 
not only individual questions but 
corporate ones as well.  And, I do 
happen to have an idea or two 
about what the Church might need 
to relinquish in order to really 
follow after the example of the One 
who was so bold that he was 
executed in order to prevent the 
insurrection he was feared to be 
catalyzing.  I won’t share those 
ideas here.  I do hope, however, 
that you’ll stay tuned. 

For now, it’s enough to be 
reminded that Lent is not a 
season, but is the very shape of the 
Christian path we are called to 
walk.  As you walk that path, of 
what must you let go? 
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Our Church Family 

Contributions due date for the 
August 2010 Newsletter: 

Friday, July 16, 2010   
Please send all content to 

newsletter@embryhillsumc.org 

• In memory of Pat Carpenter, mother-in-law of 
Tracy Carpenter: The Square Pegs (Education), Jo 
Pittman (Ministry & Missions) 

• In memory of Allie (Betty) Burske, sister of Tom 
Glaze: Jack Nichols Bible Class (Help Fund), Jo 
Pittman (Ministry & Missions) 

• In memory of Shelley Harmon: Nan Glenn, Julie 
Hall (Camp Glisson Scholarship Fund) 

• In honor of Loraley Tate Messick’s baptism: 
Marcille Metaxas (Ministry & Missions) 

• In honor of the birth of Dylan Sargent: Marcille 
Metaxas (Ministry & Missions) 

• In honor of the Acolytes: Diane Roberts (Ministry 
& Missions) 

• In honor of Scott Sinner: Sang-Yoon Kim (Youth 
Ministry) 

• In honor of Cecil & Huvian Ingram:  Scott Tarr 
(Ministry & Missions) 

• In honor of Nancy & Jim McGarrah,  Pete 
Eisemann, and The Last Resort Band: Jean & 
Bill Witcher (Ministry & Missions) 

• In memory of Inez Fain: Tuesday Night Line 
Dance Practice Group (Ministry & Missions) 

• In honor of Trey Hockman: Julie Hall (Camp 
Glisson Scholarship Fund) 

 Memorials & Honorariums 
Chuck Bell 
Dee Moore 

Lilly Hoffman 
Kim Evans 

Helen Swope 
Bob Bevers 
Dodie Risse 

Suzanne Wilson 
Lee Hockman 
Dorothy Jones 

Jim Lowry* 
Millie Taylor* 
Grace Lowry* 
Kaye Fason* 

Madonna Holley* 
Barbara Loar* 

*Homebound Members 

Prayer List 

 In Transition: 
• Kelly Tucker’s grandmother passed away June 3, 

2010. 

• Ruth (Pat) Carpenter, mother-in-law of Tracy 
Carpenter, passed away May 27, 2010. A memorial 
service was held in Gainesville, GA. 

• Allie (Betty) Burske, sister of Tom Glaze, recently 
passed away. 

Please keep the families of these loved ones in your 
thoughts and prayers. 

Please be in prayer for 
the following people: 

Emery Elizabeth Giles was born May  26, 
2010 to parents  Ashley & Sarah Giles. Big 
sister Anna is equally happy to have a new 
sibling in the house. 

John & Erin Carlton are the proud parents of 
Isabeth Elena Carlton, born May 24, 2010. 
Big sisters are Delaney and McKenna. 
Doting grandparents are Diane and Charles 
Burrows. 

Welcome Little Ones 
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Need to contact someone at the church? Here’s a staff directory: 

The following homebound members will celebrate a 
birthday in July, 2010: 
 
July 11 
Paul Brown 
123 Kings Bridge  
Atlanta, GA   30329 
 
July 14 
Huvian Parker-Ingram 
Northlake Gardens 
1300 Montreal Road, Room #8  
Tucker, GA 30084 
 
July 14 
Eveline Johnson 
c/o Bucky Johnson 
635 Sunset Drive 
Norcross, GA   30071 
 
July 16 
Madonna Holley 
Meadowbrook Nursing Home, Room 47E 
4608 Lawrenceville Hwy.  
Tucker, GA  30084 
 
July 23 
Margie Taylor  
4074 Rhine Hwy. 
Eastman, GA  31022 
 
July 28 
Marge Custance 
Ivy Hall 
5690 State Bridge Road  
Alpharetta, GA  30022  
 
These important members of our congregation 
appreciate hearing from their church family. Please 
reach out to them with cards, phone calls, and 
visits, and keep them in your prayers. Thank you 

~ Marcille Metaxas 

Staff Directory 

Name Title E-Mail* Ext 

Mark Sargent Senior Pastor marks 111 

Elaine Puckett Associate Pastor elainep 112 

Valerie Harvard Pastor to Children valerieh 114 

Victoria  Lawson Director, Youth victorial 113 

Jane Carter Office Administration janec 121 

Amir Zaheri 
Director Music & 
Worship Arts 

amirz 117 

Lori Cora Financial Secretary loric 123 

Sally Kramer 
Adele Harrison 104 

*follow e-mail addresses with @embryhillsumc.org 

Co-Directors of Kindergarten 
ehumk@embryhillsumc.org  

Bridge Anyone???
Have you been looking for 
somewhere to play bridge? If 
you are interested in playing 
bridge once a month with 
other members of Embry 
Hills UMC, please contact 
Nan Glenn at (770) 934-
1477.  We will start in 
September and end in May.  We typically meet the first 
Saturday of the month in the evening.  When we have 
our initial meeting we can discuss changing the dates or 
times.  You don't have to be a good player but we do 
have fun enjoying each others company and playing 
bridge. 

Don’t Forget! Even if you are away 
this summer, please remember to 
continue supporting the financial 

needs of our church. 
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EHUMC 
United Methodist Men: 

 Reaching Every Man 
The UMM will not meet during the months of July and 
August. Our next meeting is scheduled for September 12 in 
the family life center with breakfast at 07:30am. All are 
invited to attend. 
  
Our annual golf tournament is scheduled for September 22 
at The Oaks Course in Covington. Take I-20 East to exit 
88. Right turn for two miles. Course is on the left. We will 
be playing best ball from the gold tees. Cost is $36 which 
does include a sandwich, chips and cold drink. Please bring 
cash as the pro shop does not accept checks. I will be 
collecting on the morning of the tournament. If you desire 
to pay by credit card you may do so in the pro shop. We are 
hopeful for 10 groups of four, OR MORE. Please form your 
groups and call or email me as soon as possible. Ladies are 
invited and expected. See you then. 

~Earl Witcher 

O n a hot summer day 
in June,  the 
Square  Pegs 
UMW group loaded 

up their families and 
supplies, and headed to the 
United Methodist Children’s 
Home in Decatur.  We met 
six families temporarily 
living at the UMCH and 
treated them to an afternoon 
of fun and food.  
We brought bathing suits, 
beach towels, and beach 
bags with pool toys and 
sunscreen for each family 
along with a pocket prayer 
square. It was a blessing for 
us to see the big smiles and 
excitement as they received 
their gifts.  
After lots of pool time and 
“ s l u r p i n g ”  i c e  c o l d 

watermelon, we fired up the grill for 
hamburgers and hot dogs and put out the 
fixings for a delicious meal together. 

I think everyone had a terrific time, most 
of all the Square Pegs. These families 
touched our hearts and we all came away 
with new friends. We look forward to our 
next trip to the UMCH.  Thanks very much 
to all who participated by attending or 
sending food and gifts. It was a fantastic 
event! 

The Square Pegs will take off during the 
summer but will meet again on the first 
Monday evening of the month in the fall. 
Please join us and come see what we are all 
about! Look for details in the Source.  

The Square Pegs visit 
the United Methodist 
Children’s Home in 
Decatur 

June 2010 

Six families were treated 
to a fun-filled afternoon 
at the pool. 
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Ministries 

In the June Source, we announced a very special Sunday 
for the EHUMW to recognize and celebrate the babies in 
our church.   Several have become a part of our church 
with precious young ones born during the period from 
2007 through June, 2010.  On Sunday, June 13, the fol-
lowing were introduced and a gift to missions to our 
United Methodist Women organization has been sent in 
their names.   

• Jenson Dean Billotte, son of Aaron & Brenda Billotte 

• Ella Katherine Bruner, daughter of Marshall & Katie Bruner 

• Mackenzie DeWoody, daughter of Rae & Tanya DeWoody 

• Elaine Woodward Evans, daughter of Wayne & Kim Evans 

• Danielle Campbell Franks, daughter of Bill & Stacie Franks 

• Biram Nigel Ayodele Gaye, son of Nigel & Bilkisu Gaye 

• Anna Isabelle Giles, daughter of Ashley & Sarah Giles 

• Emery Elizabeth Giles, daughter of Ashley & Sarah Giles 

• William Connor Grier, son of John & Julie Grier 

• Bailey Rose Gunn, daughter of Michael & Anne Gunn 

• Finn Thomas Hopkins, son of Cory & Shelli Hopkins 

• Connor Michael Hopkins, son of Cory & Shelli Hopkins 

• Grayson James Lauterbach, son of Jeff Lauterbach & Suzanne Segler 

• Loraley Tate Messick, daughter of Todd & LeyAnna Messick 

• Nathan Alexander Mowinski, son of Todd & Abby Mowinski 

• Hope Cecile Raymond, daughter of Adam & Jaime Raymond 

• Mary Helen Reddaway, daughter of Mark & Jennifer Reddaway 

• Dylan Charlie Sargent, son of Wes & Kristen Sargent 

• William Franklin Scruggs, son of Dave Scruggs & Dana Buckelew 

• Emiko Olivia Takeuchi, daughter of Kenji & Jennifer Takeuchi 

• Charlotte Anne Washburn, daughter of Matt & Elizabeth Washburn 

• Kira Elizabeth Wendel, daughter of Arthur & Katherine Wendel 

UMW—Baby Recognition Sunday 

I'd like to give you a few bits 
of information about the May 
NETWorks’ clientele and the 
ways they were helped.  
Eighty-one people were 

helped in May, the youngest being 20 years old and the 
oldest 71 years.  Fifty-six of the 81 (69%) helped had 
children under the age of 18.  Total monies spent in 
May was $6,698.79, the majority of that going to help 

people pay their rent or utilities,  motel rooms for those 
without shelter and for Kroger cards so clients could 
buy groceries.  EHUMC did refer clients to NETWorks 
in May. 

NETWorks is currently in desperate need of 
disposable razors and shaving cream (travel size) and 
deodorant (travel size).  Further, because of the 
summer heat, bottled water is needed. Please drop 
these items off in the outreach room or directly to 
NETWorks located in the basement of Tucker First 
Baptist on the corner of LaVista and Main St. in 
Tucker. 

Your prayers, gift of volunteering or monetary 
donations are always needed by NETWorks to help 
those in need in the Northlake-Embry Hills-Tucker 
area.  Please give any way you can.            ~Suzanne Segler 

Change for Change 
Thank you for your generosity in giving to Action 
Ministries in the second quarter of the year 
through the Change for Change program.  We 
are waiting on a final tally and will be sure to 
share that with you soon!  For the third quarter of 
the year, all money collected in the Change for 
Change jug will go to Snax Sax! 
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EHUMC Ministries 

May 2010 contributions were $73,939.93 and 
expenses were $67,793.81, resulting in a net positive 
income to apply to apportionments of $6,146.12. The 
Line of Credit (LOC) balance for May 31, 2010 
remains at $117,800. On a Year-to-date basis, net 
contributions are $329,947.94 and expenses are 
$317,067.64, resulting in a net income of $12,880.30 
to pay toward apportionments.  
 

~Submitted by Rick McDaniel 
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Food for Thought . . . 
...Hunger Doesn't “Happen” Once a Year 

Anyone who has ever volunteered at a food bank 
knows that hunger has no schedule.  However, it is an 
unfortunate reality that most groups host food drives 
only once or twice a year, usually around holidays.  This 
past Lent, the Heretics Sunday School Class launched 
its first major service project – Food for Thought.  We 
reflected and learned about hunger at a hands-on style 
workshop; we coordinated a church-wide food drive;  we 
even joined forces, young and old, and had fun building 
massive structures with our canned goods.  But most 
importantly, we filled a van with a TON of food 
(literally) and restocked the shelves with our Catholic 
neighbors at the St. Martin's Food Bank of Holy Cross 
Catholic Church. 

We thought we were done – at least for another 
year.  But the caring, thoughtful people of Embry Hills 
United Methodist Church said, “let's do this year-
round.”  That's the kind of folks the people of Embry 
Hills are – they know hunger doesn't happen once a 
year. 

The members of the Heretics Sunday School Class 
have agreed to establish a year-round partnership with 
the St. Martin's Food Bank and to coordinate ongoing 
food drives within our congregation.  We don't quite 
know the “how's” and the “what's” yet, but you will be 
hearing from us soon.  And a big thank you to the people 
of Embry Hills whose big hearts and generous pocket-
books acknowledge that hunger is on ongoing mission. 

~Sally Harrell  

For more information, please contact the EHUMC Trustees at (770) 938-0661, ext. 121. 

FOR SALE-The following cemetery plots are available for sale: 
Floral Hills Memory  Gardens 
3000 Lawrenceville Hwy. 
Tucker, GA 
• Four (4) Burial Plots 
• Garden of Prayer 
• Lot 169-D, Spaces  1, 2 3, 4 
• Market Value:  $3700/space: Total value $14,800 

Asking $2000/space OR  $7500 for all four 
 

North Atlanta Memorial Park 
(Formerly Laurelwood Memorial Gardens) 
5188 Winters Chapel Road, 
Doraville, GA 
• Two Burial Plots with concrete Burial Vaults 
• Location:  Cross Garden,  Blk 117, Lot D, sites 1 & 2 
• Market Value:  Plots $2025, Vaults $1172. each:   
• Total value $6394.  
Asking $3500 for 2 plots plus vaults  
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2010 NGUMC ANNUAL CONFERENCE REPORT 
June 16—18, 2010 ♦ Athens, GA 

J amie Jenkins, 
e x e c u t i v e 
a s s i s t a n t  t o 
Bishop Watson, 
has written an 

excellent summary of 
positives, which we have 
included as part of our 
report, from the 144th 
North Georgia Annual 
Conference.  

We are thankful that the 
best Church Staff in the 
Conference is at Embry 
Hills UMC and they are 
all returning for another 
year!!  We are pleased to 

announce Jim Cantrell has been assigned to the Atlanta 
–Emory District as our new District Superintendent.  

The EHUMC Choir started Conference off on the 
“right foot” by singing at the opening session. Many 
comments were heard all week about the outstanding 
musical presentation.  “YEA”, Amir, Mark, Victoria, 
and choir!!!!  Valerie Harvard opened one of the 
conference sessions in prayer!!! Elaine participated in 
packing meals for Stop Hunger Now in addition to 
attending the various sessions.  Some 50 members/
associates from EHUMC were in attendance/noted in 
conference sessions. CLAP! CLAP! CLAP!! 

Atlanta’s Mayor Kasim Reed was speaker for the 
Laity Luncheon.  He is a member of Cascade UMC and 
spent his childhood at Ben Hill UMC.  His grandfather 
was a Methodist Minister who studied at Gammon 
Theology School.  Mayor Reed is an entertaining 
speaker who openly shared his faith and commitment to 
Jesus Christ. 

 

Great Happenings in our Conference: 

• 50 young adults, joined by Bishop and Mrs. Watson, 
gathered at the Two Story Coffee House in Athens 
on Tuesday night for fellowship.  

• Camp Glisson is debt free! Development of an 
update to Camp Glisson’s master plan is underway 

• Advocate editor Glenn Hannigan encourages all N.  
GA. Methodists to subscribe to the paper.  You will 
receive local, national, and international news 
about the missions of our great church.  This is an 
excellent source to keep one current on candidates, 
delegates and resolutions for the 2012 conferences.  

• UMW theme:  “Faith, hope, and love in action.”  
More than 140 N. GA. women traveled to St. Louis 
for the United  Methodist Women’s Assembly. 

• UMM, mark your calendars for UMM night at the 
Atlanta Braves on August 28th and for the Annual 
Men’s Retreat at Rock Eagle September 24-26. 

• Next year is an election year at conference.  
Elections will be held for your Lay and Clergy 
delegates to the 2012 Jurisdictional and Generals 
Conferences.  Forms are available if you are 
interested in putting your “hat in the ring”.  

 

Some thoughts to ponder as North Georgia United 
Methodists move into a new year 

• On a very sad note – The Advocacy Committee of 
the Office of Connectional Ministries hosted a 
screening of the documentary film “Playground”.  
The film follows Libby Spears’ sensitive 
investigation into the topic of child sexual 
exploitation.  Brought to the attention of the 
conference is the fact that Atlanta has more sex 
trade of children than any other area of the U. S. 

• Keith Cox, Conference Treasurer, acknowledged 
four of the primary fiscal challenges this year: 
Unfunded liabilities  - $90 million, Simpsonwood, 
Lack of Conference Reserves, Declining 
Apportionment payment percentages 

 

Thank you for the honor of allowing us to serve as 
your delegates to the 144th North Georgia United 
Methodist Annual Conference,  

Blessings,  

 

Toni and Bill Jernigan 
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Youth Ministry 

T he month of June seemed to take our Youth 
members and spread us out everywhere—so 
many different camps, sports, jobs and 

vacations!  In fact, I am writing this during the 12 
hours between a quick family trip to Panama City 
Beach and heading to Charleston with the Youth Tour 
Choir.  I mean Youth Ministry members are busy 
people! 

We love getting back together to catch up, though, 
and have done so during Sunday School (9:45 a.m. in 
Room 403) as we talk about Good Friends:  
Relationships & Faith.  We spent one Sunday evening 
during Youth Fellowship (5:15-7:30 p.m.; $3 for dinner) 
discussing When Putdowns Tear Down—we all seemed 
pretty familiar with both sides of the issue and had 
some good ideas for preventing ourselves and others 
from being unkind.  Two REEL Time movie/Bible Study 
nights brought a few of us together to discuss how The 
Princess Bride (best movie…ever!) and Contact movies 
can relate to the Bible—what?   We ended the month 
with 4th Sunday Worship—Worship for Youth by Youth. 

July is VERY busy for Youth Ministries.  Once we 

get past the 4th of July (No Youth Fellowship that 
night), we have one last REEL Time Bible Study 
(Remember the Titans—July 7 @ 6 p.m., in Room 403), 
celebrate the addition of our rising 6th graders during 
Youth Week 2010 (July 11-17), where we will volunteer 
for 4 days at Camp Hollywood (offered by Families of 
Children Under Stress); play at Six Flags; splash 
around at a pool party; check out a movie outdoors and 
top it off with a lock-in!!!  Just before 22 of us head to 
Savannah for our mission trip, we will volunteer for 
Embry Hills UMC’s Vacation Bible School (July 19-23).  
Wow!  Registration for many events was due in June, 
but please contact me to see if we can make some room 
for you.  Check it all out on our amazing church website 
where all the info. is just sitting and waiting for you to 
read and get involved!  Go to www.embryhillsumc.org/
announcements/youth . 

As for the rest of your summer:  Be Safe & Have 
Fun! 

Peace, 

Victoria Lawson 
Director, Youth Ministries  
(victorial@embryhillsumc.org )  

With the help of youth volunteers, Habitat for 
Humanity has experienced great growth since its 
founding in 1976 and has helped many families 
obtain safe, decent and affordable housing.   
Habitat’s Learn and Build Experience is a summer 
program that provides youth ages 16 to 18 the 
opportunity to get involved with Habitat’s mission of 
ending substandard housing through a week of 
building and learning about poverty housing. 
Habitat for Humanity’s Learn and Build Experience is 
one of many Habitat youth programs that work to 
capture the imagination, energy and hope of 
young people worldwide, ages 5 to 25.  To learn 
how you can help, visit www.hfhi.org/
youthprograms/ for more information. 

Did you Know? 
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Children’s Ministry 
Monday Movies for Kids 
Monday afternoons are the perfect 
day to take a little time to cool off, 
slow down and relax with friends. 
Your children 
a n d  t h e i r 
friends are 
invited to join 
us for Monday 
Movies. We will be serving popcorn and juice for 
an afternoon snack. All movies scheduled are 
family friendly and Rated G. Monday Movies 
are for children in kindergarten and up (any 
younger children must have a parent present to 
stay and watch the movies.) Space is limited, so 
please call Valerie Harvard at 770-938-0661 ext. 
114 or email at valerieh@embryhillsumc.org for 
reservations.  

June 7 – The Shaggy Dog 
June 28 – Muppets in Space 

August 2 – Chicken Little 

Summer Reading is Fun! 
Hey! Don’t forget the KidzTown 
Children’s Library!! The library is a 
great place to come check out a 
book…..or sit and have some quiet time 
reading. Moms and Dads, it is also a 
great place to come and read a story 
to your little ones. The library will be 
open for business all summer. Check 
out is on the honor system. We ask 
that you return checked-out books in 
a timely fashion. 

Don’t Forget: 
Vacation 

Bible 
School 

Blasts off 
on 

July 19th! 
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Church Calendar 

No “5678” classes 

No “5678” classes  No “5678” classes 
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July 2010 
Sunday Worship Schedule 

8:45—Early Worship Service 

9:45—Sunday School 

11:00—Worship Service 

For calendar updates, please refer 
to the website calendar at 
www.embryhillsumc.org 

(rehearsal only) 

 6:30 pm 



BLAST 
OFF! 

Are you ready? 

T-minus 19 days and counting. 
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..7...6...5...4...3...2...1...0 
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