
 

 

MZk`^gm¥l Phb\^ Strong Traditions ñ Bright Future,  

Embry Hills at 50  

Embry Hills United Methodist Church is a congre-

gation with a strong tradition and a bright future.  And, 

we are blessed to stand at such a crucial juncture in our 

churchõs life. 

Almost fifty years ago, a new Methodist congrega-

tion was established in what was then one of the most 

rapidly -growing suburban areas in the country.  And, as 

is always the case when new congregations are planted, 

a group of visionary and faithful pioneers commenced to 

build a congregation that would nourish the hopes and 

touch the hurts of the community it hoped to serve.  

Since that time, many devoted sisters and brothers 

have remained at Embry Hills, sustaining its ministry 

through good and bad times.  We are beneficiaries of 

these Embry Hills forerunners, who have labored to 

establish a wonderful tradition of mission and ministry 

here. 

As we stand on the brink of Embry Hillsõ 50th  anni-

versary next year, we have the amazing opportunity to 

serve generations yet to come, just as those faithful pio-

neers served in ways that have made a difference in our 

lives.  

Our Administrative Council chose last fall to post-

pone our financial campaign for our 2010 mission and 

ministry until after the first of the year.  That time has 

arrived, and weõll all be hearing much in the days ahead 

about our òStrong Tradition-Bright Future, Embry Hills 

at 50ó campaign.  Thanks to the phenomenal generosity 

of our congregation, 2009 finished in an excellent way, 

and we are anticipating (and needing) great things to 

continue in 2010.  Our campaign will be conducted be-

tween February 14 th  and March 28 th.  Hereõs what your 

church needs from you.  

1. Pray.  Letõs be certain that our churchõs mission and 

ministry is uppermost in our prayers.   

2. Please consider the level of your investment in 

Embry Hills present and future.  In order to con-

tinue funding our ministry, even at the reduced lev-

els of 2009, Embry Hills will need an increase in our 

annual operating revenue.  If you made second -mile 

gifts to close 2009, we are asking you to consider 

incorporating all or part of that gift into your oper-

ating giving going forward.  

3. Consider where you are in relation to the tithe, and 

plan to step up to the next level of giving.  The Bi-

bleõs standard of giving is 10%, and some in our 

church are experiencing the joy that comes from 

giving in such a fashion.  Of course, if one is not 

tithing, one cannot usually jump to the tithe in one 

step.  So, if you are giving 3% of your income to 

Embry Hills, consider giving 4% in 2010.  

4. If you are not giving at all, please begin.  It is amaz-

ing what can take place when many people pull to-

gether to accomplish a common purpose.  If you did 

not give anything to Embry Hills in 2009, would you 

consider making a pledge of $500 for 2010?  

5. Please plan to attend one of our neighborhood gath-

erings, which will take place between March 8 th  and 

March 19 th .  These in -home gatherings will give 

each and all of us an opportunity to connect and to 
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Our Church Family  
Staff Directory  

Name  E-Mail*  Ext Title 

Mark Sargent  marks 111 Senior Pastor 

Elaine Puckett  elainep  112 Associate Pastor  

Valerie Harvard  valerieh  114 Pastor to Children  

Victoria  Lawson  victorial  113 Director, Youth  

Jane Carter  janec  121 Office Administration  

Amir Zaheri  amirz 117 
Director Music &  

Worship Arts  

Lori Cora  loric  123 Financial Secretary  

Sally Kramer  

Adele Harrison  
n/a  104 

Co -Directors  

Kindergarten  

*follow e -mail addresses with @embryhillsumc.org  

Telephone: (770) 938 -0661 
Church E -Mail: info@embryhillsumc.org  

Newsletter E -Mail:  

newsletter@embryhillsumc.org  
Newsletter Editor: Larry Donroe -Wells 

Chuck Bell  

Jack Ernst  

Barbara Loar  

Susan Coombs 

Lilly Hoffman  

Dee Moore 

Jim Lowry**  

Grace Lowry**  

Millie Taylor**  

Kaye Fason**  

Madonna Holley**  

Please continue prayers for:  

         ** Homebound Members  

In memory of Paul Ramsey: Bob & Pat 

Lansdell (Ministry & Missions)  

In memory of Susan Sutherland: Curt 

Halstead, Jo Pittman, (Ministry & Missions)  

In memory of Alice Chalkley, mother of 

Jane Griffin: Nancy Wolff (Help Fund), 

Pannell Circle, Paul & Helen Swope, Denton & 

Louann Ashway, Anne Hopkins, Bob & Pat 

Lansdell, Larry & Claire Hyde, (Ministry & 

Missions)  

In memory of Shelley Harmon: Lewis & 

Carla Martin (Camp Glisson Fund)  

In memory of Mary Frances Brough:  Mary 

French, William & Judith Witteman, (Ministry 

& Missions)  

In honor of Pat McElroy & Elaine 

Eisemann (Wedding Committee): Serene 

Ackall (Ministry & Missions)  

In honor of many friends at EHUMC:  Polly 

& Jack Sanders (Ministry & Missions)  

In honor of Bill & Stacie Franks: William 

J. Franks (Snax Sax) 

In honor of Bill & Stacie Franks: Bevin & 

Brad Newton (Snax Sax) 

In honor of Eric, Jennifer, Connor & Lily 

Smith: Jack & Marion Burnette  (Ministry & 

Missions)  

In honor of Harry Buchanan for his long 

service in the kitchen and in honor of Bob 

Smith for his legal service to the church & 

itõs members: Dick Davis (The Craftsmen)  

In honor of W. Curtis Halstead, Scott & 

Jane Sinner and Michael & Susan Lake: 

Elizabeth & Matt Washburn (Ministry & 

Missions)  

In honor of friend Jane Grabowski: Bob & 

Pat Lansdell (Ministry & Missions)  

Memorials & Honorariums 

(as of January 15, 2010)  

Elinor Grace Givens was born November 

12, 2009 to Dwayne and Megan Kelley 

Givens.   The maternal grandmother is 

Harriett Baxley Kelley , and the great 

grandmother is Elinor Baxley . Please 

extend your congratulations to this family.  

Birth Announcement 
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Our Homebound members celebrating birthdays in 

February : 

February 5  

Evelyn Riley  

1302 Towers Circle, NE  

Wesley Woods 

Atlanta, GA   30329 

 

Evelyn, Patty Harmonõs mother, is celebrating her 

90th birthday so letõs shower her with love. Our 

homebound members appreciate hearing from their 

church family. Please reach out to them with cards, 

phone calls, and visits, and keep them in your 

prayers. Thank you  

 ~Marcille Metaxas  

Deadline for the  

March 2010 Newsletter:  
Monday, February 15th, 2010   

Send all content to 

newsletter@embryhillsumc.org  

Seniors are Special  
For the Young at Heart 50 & Older  

Consumer Advocate Angela Speir Phelps will 

present the program at the February 23, 2010 meeting 

of EHUMC Seniors are Special. The meeting takes 

place in the Family Life Center at Embry Hills United 

Methodist Church at 3304 Henderson Mill Road, 

Atlanta, GA 30341.  

Ms. Phelps is the Executive Director of Georgia 

Watch, an advocacy organization that helps people 

access affordable health care and insurance and avoid 

scams, predatory lenders, hospital infections, identity 

theft and other threats.   

The lunch meeting begins at 11:30 a.m.; lunch is $7.00 

and the fellowship is free! Reservations can be made by 

calling the church office at (770) 938-0661, ext. 121 by Friday, 

February 19, 2010; any cancellations should be made by 

Monday, February 22, 2010. 

Make your reservations to attend today! 

Transitions 

Sara Brannen , mother of Susan Brown and grand-

mother of Jen Brown , died January 15, 2010; a service 

was held January 17, 2010 at Vidalia United Methodist 

Church.  

Gordon Eugene Kitchens , father of Gordon Kitch-

ens, died January 11, 2010. A graveside service was 

held January 14, 2010.  

Shirley Buckelew , grandmother of Dana Buckelew , 

passed away January 2, 2010 in New Jersey.  

Feb 21 

Mar 21  

Apr 18  

May 23  

Jun 13  

Jul 18 

 

Aug 15  

Sep 19 

Oct 17  

Nov 21  

Dec 12  

January 23  

March 21  

May 16  

 

July 18 

September 19  

November 21  

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

Trustees: 

 

 

 

 

Ministry Action Team:  

Welcome New Members 
Please welcome our newest members at Embry Hills, 

April Shavkin, Meg Redus, and their 2 sons, Eric (7) 

and Adam (5). April and Meg are both professional 

counselors by training.   April works as the associate 

dean of student affairs at the Art Institute of Atlanta, 

and Meg is a child and adolescent therapist with the 

Dekalb Community Service Board. Eric and Adam are 

very active boys, and they have a pet hamster that they 

love. 
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Happy February and welcome to a new news-

letter feature called United Methodism 101.  In 

todayõs world many of us look first for a local 

church that is right for us and pay only secondary 

attention to a denominational affiliation, moving 

with relative ease from one to another.  As a result 

we may find ourselves wondering why our current 

congregation does things the way it does, scratch-

ing our heads over terminology that is unfamiliar 

and even experiencing temporary frustration when 

the expectations we bring, formed in another con-

text, donõt play out in our present situation. 

In a effort to respond, our editor has asked me 

to write a series that will perhaps clarify some of 

our United Methodist structures and procedures 

and give us all an opportunity to review some of 

what we may already know about what it means to 

be a United Methodist.  As the months go by, I 

hope you will let me know if there are specific 

questions youõd like to see addressed.  In the 

meantime, letõs begin with a short vocabulary les-

son. 

When we speak of denominational structures 

one handy word to have at your disposal is 

òpolityó.  Simply put it means governance and it 

has to do with the processes of order, authority, 

participation and decision -making that allow us to 

function both locally, at Embry Hills, and beyond.  

In the United Methodist church our polity is 

both connectional  and episcopal.   As a connec-

tional church we are joined to every other United 

Methodist congregation, engaging in a shared mis-

sion and sharing some common rules for leader-

ship and decision making which are laid out for us 

in our Book of Discipline.  This Book, which is 

both a theological/historical document and a prac-

tical guide for all things Methodist is subject to 

revision every 4 years by the vote of the General 

Conference.  All United Methodist pastors are obli-

gated by their ordination to uphold the provisions 

of the Book of Discipline.  

 

Because we are an episcopal system some of 

the decisions that affect local congregations, in-

cluding the assignment of clergy, are not made lo-

cally but by a Bishop who is elected by laity and 

clergy and assigned to a particular area for a lim-

ited term of service.  Weõll talk more about how 

this affects us as a local congregation in future ar-

ticles.  But for now on to geography.  

The United Methodist Church and its histori-

cal ancestors have always understood their struc-

ture to be geographically based and organized for 

mission.  It begins with the local church, where 

people gather to worship and serve.  And it ex-

tends outward to a district , an annual confer-

ence , a jurisdiction  and finally a General Con-

ference . Those who are not familiar with this 

structure may be surprised to learn for example 

that a local church building program in excess of a 

percentage of the existing structureõs value must 

be approved by a District Committee on Building 

and Locations, that Bishops can only be elected by 

a Jurisdictional Conference or that the General 

Conference is the only body that can officially 

speak for the denomination.  On the other hand, 

this same connectedness creates a path for every 

United Methodist church, however large or small, 

to reach out to those in need all over the world.  

At Embry Hills  we are a part of the Atlanta 

Emory District , which can be mapped as a pie 

wedge extending from the center of Atlanta to the 

Hamilton Mill area of Gwinnett County.  We are 

also a part of the North Georgia Annual Con-

ference , which covers an area from LaGrange to 

Milledgeville to Augusta and northward to the 

Tennessee and North and South Carolina borders 

and of the Southeast Jurisdiction  which ranges 

from Mississippi, south into Florida and north-

ward to Virginia.  Our Bishop is Mike Watson who 

was assigned to us on September 1 of 2008.  He is 

assisted in his work by 12 District Superinten-

dents, including our Superintendent, Dede Leetch 

as well as a number of other persons both clergy 

and lay, who make up his Cabinet.  

 

New Series: United Methodism 101 by Elaine Puckett, Associate Pastor  
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The Childrenõs Ministry of 

Embry Hills invites you to join 

us for lunch on Sunday, Feb-

ruary 21 st ~ 12:15pm ~ Family 

Life Center (Lasagna and 

salad; sandwiches and chips 

for children).  

Following lunch, Carol Rick (Jim Deichertõs sister) 

will lead us in an interactive, multi -generational work-

shop on Pysanky Eggs. Not only will you learn about 

the rich history of Pysanky Eggs, everyone will be creat-

ing their own! Two workshops will be offered and are 

open to anyone 6 ð 100+ years of age, but space is lim-

ited. Be sure to make your reservations as soon as pos-

sible.  

Workshop  Sess ion  I  ð             

1:00-3:00pm  (immediately following 

lunch) (Childcare will be provided for 

children 5 and younger during Ses-

sion I)  

     OR 

Workshop Session II  ð            

3:00-5:00pm (snacks served)  

Pysanky (pis-an-kee) , or Ukrainian Easter eggs 

are a form of folk art practiced for thousands of years in 

the Ukraine. The term pysanky comes from the Ukrain-

ian word òpysatyó , meaning to write.   The art of writ-

ing eggs in the batik fashion has been passed down 

through generations of Ukrainian families. The eggs are 

decorated with symbols such as plants, animals, geo-

metric designs and Christian 

symbols and are applied with 

a kistka, or stylus, using 

melted beeswax and then 

dipped into a succession of dye 

baths.   The wax is melted off 

with a candle and finally the 

egg is lacquered to preserve 

and enhance the brilliant colors and detailed designs.   

 Our pysanky workshop will be led by Carol Rick, 

sister of Jim Deichert. Carol is a native of New Jersey 

who retired to Pennsylvania nine years ago with her 

husband Roger.   She is an alumna of Lebanon Valley 

College and Rutgers University Graduate School of 

Education.   She has taught special needs children of all 

ages for 35 years. Now her passion is pysanky, an art 

which she both demonstrates and teaches, as well as 

exhibiting her work at local craft fairs and galleries un-

der the name òPurely Pysankyó.  She has taught classes 

at local libraries, Red Hat groups, Girl Scout and 

church groups and we are pleased she will be sharing 

her gifts with Embry Hills.    

Cost for workshop supplies are $5 per person with a 

$15 cap for families.  

Space is limited for the Pysanky 

Workshops  so please make your 

reservations  as soon as possible by 

calling Valerie Harvard at 770 -938-

0661 ext. 114 or by email at va-

lerieh@embryhillsumc.org  

Lenten Lunch nõ Learn: Pysanky Eggs 

be inspired by some of the stories of lives touched 

by Embry Hills.  

6. Please make every effort to be in worship and in 

church school on February 14 th  and 28 th  and March 

7th  and 14 th , during which we will be studying and 

worshiping together.  

7. Please plan to fill out and return a generous pledge 

on March 28 th , as we seek to build the strong tradi-

tions that will yield the bright future Embry Hills 

has in store.  

Elaine and I are happy to speak with you any 

timeñabout your giving, about your questions or con-

cerns, about your joys and hopes.  Please be in touch as 

you have need. 

A strong tradition.  A bright future.  Both occasions 

for thanksgiving and celebration!  

 

Love, 

 

 

Mark  

(òSargentõs Voice,ó continued from page 1) 

Mark Sargent is senior pastor of Embry Hills United Methodist 

Church, an inclusive community of faith.  
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EHUMC 

In 2006, members of the Shepherding Committee 

began the Prayer Quilt Ministry, not knowing if it 

would succeed or not, but we went forward on faith.   We 

could have never dreamed   just how well this ministry 

would be received.  

 Since 2006, we have given approximately 62 Prayer 

Quilts, 35 Prayer Squares, 15 Military Prayer Squares 

and over 3000 Pocket Prayer Squares.   The reward of 

this ministry is   knowing   there are people who have 

received the prayers of people they may   never 

have met, who have been encouraged and comforted by 

those prayers, and who have been wrapped in love 

when they use their quilt.   Pat McElroy just recently 

told us that her daughter Leslie takes her quilt when 

she has her chemo treatments.   The written than -you's 

we regularly receive from the recipients are constant 

reminders to us of the value of the Prayer Quilt Minis-

try.  

 As this ministry continues to grow, it is our hope to 

enlist  additional people to help make these quilts and 

squares.  Beginning the first week of March, date to be 

determined, we will begin a class in the evening to 

teach the basic quilting skills:  learning basic quilting 

tools and how they are used,  following a simple pattern, 

piecing, construction and finishing of the quilt.   If you 

can sew a 1/4" seam fairly straight, then you can help 

make quilts.   Just remember, it's not about quilts or 

quilting:   it's about the prayers!!  

 Please watch for the announced class dates and 

plan to be with us.   It's a fun craft and an extremely 

rewarding ministry.  

 For anyone needing a quilt or square, there are 

forms on the table outside the church office located un-

der the "mail boxes."   Complete the form and put in the 

Shepherding mailbox.   Or you can contact Connie Bu-

chanan 77-475-4216 or Barbara Harrison 770 -939-9195 

or any member of the Shepherding Committee.   Pocket 

Prayer Squares are always available in a basket under 

the mail boxes.  

~Connie Buchanan  

FOCUS: Prayer Quilt Ministry  CHRISTIANITY AND WORLD RELIGIONS  

T 
he Joyful Class invites you to join them in a 

twelve week study of Christianity and other 

World Religions. The class taught by Steve Ra-

sor will compare and contrast Hinduism, Bud-

dhism, Islam, Judaism and Christianity. A short video 

will be utilized as well a student book written by Rev. 

Adam Hamilton, pastor of the United Methodist Church 

of the Resurrection. The class started on January 24 th  

and will continue throughout the spring. Call (404/321 -

5068) or write (s13rasor@bellsouth.net) Steve Rasor if 

you have any questions.  

EVERYONE IS INVITED TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS STUDY.   

Cg AkZmbmn]^{ 

From the EHUMC Staff:  

Thank you to  our church family for the generous 

Christmas gift, and for your continued support and 

prayers.  
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FOR INFORMATION ON HOW YOU CAN 

HELP WITH THE ATLANTA/EMORY DISTRICT 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY HOUSE, PLEASE 

CONTACT LEE HOCKMAN VIA E-MAIL:  

LEEHOCKMAN@YAHOO.COM 
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Ministries  
At Embry Hills, the UMW does more 

than meet in small groups (called circles) 

once a month. We are passionately involved 

and working to make the lives of women, 

children, and youth better both locally and 

abroad. We are doing our best to live the 

2010 UMW theme of òFaith, Hope, and Love 

in Action.ó Beginning this month, we will 

share information about each of the mission 

projects that the UMW at Embry Hills sup-

ports, through active service work or finan-

cial contributions or both.  

One very important program that 

EHUMW supports is the Womenõs Commu-

nity Kitchen, a program of the Atlanta Ur-

ban Ministries, which is a division of Action 

Ministries, Inc. The Womenõs Community 

Kitchen, located at Grace United Methodist 

Church on Ponce de Leon Avenue in mid-

town Atlanta, provides a safe, friendly place 

for homeless women and children to receive 

a hot and healthy lunch in a òrestaurantó 

type atmosphere.  

Embry Hills UMW supports the 

Womenõs Community Kitchen in three ways: 

first, each of our circles take a turn each 

Spring making and serving lunch; second, 

we provide financial support through our 

annual mission offering; and third, each De-

cember, we put together and deliver Christ-

mas stockings of useful items to give to the 

women. 

Each weekday, between 50 and 80 

homeless women and children receive hot 

prepared meals served to them in the main 

fellowship hall at Grace UMC. Embry Hills 

UMW is but one group of many who help 

make these lunches happen. Serving in this 

way is a very hands -on way to make a small 

difference in the lives of these women and 

children.  

Financial support comes out of the 

UMWõs mission money, which we collect 

through the voluntary pledges and dona-

tions of our members as well as from our 

fundraisers, like the annual bake sale and 

craft sale. Because Action Ministries is no 

longer receiving financial support through 

the North Georgia Conference of the United 

Methodist Church, Embry Hills UMW voted 

recently to donate $1000 this year to this 

very important ministry.  

Each December we provide Christmas 

stockings that contain practical items that 

we collect throughout the year. For example, 

in February, we will collect socks, and in 

March, we will collect toothbrushes. In mid -

December, we put all of the collected items 

in practical gallon -sized zipper bags along 

with a few candy treats. We deliver the 

òstockingsó to the Womenõs Community 

Kitchen, where the folks of Atlanta Urban 

Ministries handle the distribution to the 

women in need of them. In 2009, we put to-

gether and delivered 100 stockings!  

We encourage all of you readers to con-

sider joining us in supporting the vital pro-

grams of Action Ministries, including the 

Womenõs Community Kitchen. You can find 

more information about the programs of the 

Atlanta Urban Ministries at http://

atlanta.actionministries.net, and you can 

learn about Action Ministries at http://

www.beliefinaction.com.  

~Judy Campbell  

The United Methodist Men began this new year 

with a breakfast and planning meeting January 10. 

Despite the cold weather we had good atten-

dance and a good planning session.  

Our annual BBQ will be held this year on April 

10. Cost of tickets will be $7 for adults and $5 for 

children. This is a church wide event that requires 

help and participation by the whole congregation. 

Please begin preparing now. We are hopeful that 

all who helped last year will do so again this year. 

We also need to bring our new members into the 

event so please contact them now and sign them 

up to work on your crew. Mark is responsible for 

weather control.  

Our next meeting is February 14 . We do have a 

speaker scheduled. 07:30 in the family life center 

for breakfast. Ladies are invited. Please plan on 

attending.      ~Your UMM: Reaching Every Man~  U
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EHUMC 

VBS ð 2010    

GALACTIC 

BLAST 

July 19-23 

DIVORCE RECOVERY: 

CLAIMING HOPE IN THE MIDST OF LOSS 

Embry Hills UMC will begin offering the Divorce 

Recovery Program entitled Claiming Hope in the Midst 

of Loss.  This program is designed to connect partici-

pants with others struggling similarly, so they can tap 

into the abundant resources of support which we often 

fail to remember are available to us.  

Claiming Hope in the Midst of Loss  is a ten -week 

series beginning Monday, March 15 and ending May 24, 

from 7 ð 8:30 p.m. and is open to all on a first -come, 

first -served basis.  While there is a $30 cost for materi-

als, the program itself is free.  Participants will need to 

register (see information below).  

The group facilitator will be Mark Sargent, Senior 

Pastor at Embry Hills United Methodist Church.  Mark 

has a Master of Divinity degree, magna cum laude,  

Emory Universityõs Candler School of Theology and a 

Master of Arts in Psychology, summa cum laude,  from 

the State University of West Georgia.  In addition to his 

professional background, he has also struggled with 

and lived through divorce, allowing him to work sensi-

tively and helpfully with those coping with the anguish 

of divorce and seeking to move forward with their lives.  

The Rainbows program for children in kindergarten 

through 6 th  grade will be run in conjunction with the 

adult program and childcare is also available for 

younger children at no cost to participants.  

For more information, or to register for the group, 

please contact the Rev. Mark Sargent at 

marks@embryhillsumc.org or 770 -938-0661, ext. 111.  

For directions and information on other events at 

E H U M C ,  p l e a s e  v i s i t  o u r  w e b s i t e :  

www.embryhillsumc.org.  

FOR CHILDREN: 

GUIDING KIDS THROUGH LIFEõS STORMS 

In conjunction with an Adult Divorce Recovery pro-

gram, Claiming Hope in the Midst of Loss,  beginning 

Monday. March 15, Embry Hills UMC will offer the 

Rainbows program, Guiding Kids Through Lifeõs Storms, 

to children in Kindergarten through 6 th  grade.  Rainbows 

is an international, not -for -profit organization that pro-

vides a healthy path toward healing to those grieving a 

loss or life -altering crisis. For more than 20 years, the 

power of its programming has helped children cope with 

the emotional pain of divorce, separation, death, and 

other loss.   Located at 3304 Henderson  Mill Rd., At-

lanta, GA  30341, the classes will meet on Mondays 

through May 24, from 7 ð 8:30pm and are free of charge.  

More than one million children each year are af-

fected by divorce. More than one million children by age 

15 will have a parent die. Well over one million partici-

pants have experienced the benefits of Rainbows.  

Embry Hills UMC is honored to be able to add this pro-

gram to its growing Childrenõs Ministry. 

For more information and to register your child, 

please call the Rev. Valerie Harvard at 

www.valerieh@embryhillsumc.org or 770 -938-0661, ext. 

114.  To find directions and information on other events 

a t  EHUMC,  p lease  v is i t  our  webs i te :  

www.embryhillsumc.org.  

Register your 

child for camp 

and forward the 

confirmation to 

Valerie Harvard 

(via e-mail or hard copy) by Friday, 

March 5th ,  in order to participate in the 

Shelley Harmon Glisson Scholarship 

program.  Note these dates on your space calendar today!  
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Ministries  

The Book Shelf  
RE-ENCHANTMENT OF EVERYDAY LIFE 

by Thomas Moore  

Sometimes living gets pretty trying. We think, 

"Maybe I ought to stop and smell the roses.ó  We try to 

slow down, maybe even stop...! It ain't easy.  

Thomas Moore, author of CARE of the Soul, has 

produced another work speaking to our loss of time, 

control and direction. From the first paragraph of the 

introduction, the image of " Re-enchantment " takes 

hold...  

The soul has an absolute, unforgiving need for 

regular excursions into enchantment...like the body 

needs food and the mind needs thought...Yet our culture 

often takes pride in dissolving and exploding the 

source...enchantment! We lose the charm and 

consciousness we had as a child. As we grow up we get 

sophisticated, out of enchantment. We may have to 

return to childhood and recover its vision, its logic, its 

sense of time and space. 

This is the reason for naming the book Re-

Enchantment of Everyday Life . Moore says that the 

cause of all our problems is due to loss of soul! After all, 

the center of our being is...SOUL! We shall recognize our 

need to life in a world of both facts and holy imagination!  

The author guides us through the enchantment of 

Nature; our Homes; Habitat; our World; our Psyche; the 

Arts; Word - stories, mythologies, sense and nonsense; 

The Sacred; Rituals and Spirits.....  

~Jim Johnson  

December 2009 contributions were $102,626.39 and 

expenses were $82,305.55, resulting in a net income of 

$20,320.84. Due to the generosity of our craftsmen ($5K 

operating and $20k unused endowment)  and our 

congregation, we have exceeded our annual budget, 

enabling us to completely pay our apportionment 

commitment and to decrease the balance of  the line of 

credit.  Total 2009 annual  apportionments  are paid in full at 

$123,803. The Line of Credit (LOC) balance for December 

31, 2009 was reduced by $18,000 to  $117,800. 

òEvery noble work is at first impossible.ó 

Thomas Carlyle   

"....Put out into deep water, and let down the nets for a 

catch."                                                       Jesus: Luke 5:4 
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Youth  Fellowship  

T 
he snow didn't stop the Youth Ministries  in 

January!   We were so glad to  gather 

again  after  what seemed like a long winter 

break.   To start off the year and new decade, we 

opened the Time Capsule from the 2000 Youth Fellow-

ship and then packed one up for the 2010Youth Fellow-

ship.   It was a riot to watch the (VHS) video made for 

us and all the notes and predictions (some more accu-

rate than others...).   We enjoyed recognizing the simi-

larities and differences between  our group and our 

predecessors.  The adults and older youth ea-

gerly  answered questions, such as, "We keep seeing 

'Y2K' on everything --what does it mean and why was 

everyone so worried about it?"   Wow!  To all the current 

1 year olds through  2nd graders at EHUMC now and 

to come:  we hope you enjoy what we left for you.   Just 

remember a few important things --you are loved by 

God and your Embry Hills church family, just as we 

are now!   Isn't it great that some things never change?  

 February is packed with so many different pro-

grams and activities, such as thinking about money in 

new ways, learning about world hunger on an empty 

stomach (and doing something about it!)  and creating 

special Easter eggs through an ancient process (no kid-

ding!).   Look for details below.   Of course, we will con-

tinue to pray and play together, as usual.   Invite a 

friend to participate this month.   If you are a 6th -12th 

grader that hasn't been to Youth Minstry events in a 

while (or ever), we encourage and welcome you!   With a 

nod to President's Day:  "We must use time as a tool, not 

a couch."   (John F. Kennedy)  

How can you use your time to  reflect the love of 

Christ?   One way (of so many) is to take part in oppor-

tunities that are provided by the generous gifts of your 

church family. So, hop off that couch and find out what 

we can share with you and, just as importantly, what 

you have to share with  us!  There is so much we can 

accomplish together!  

Sunday School (Sundays @ 9:45 a.m. in Room 

403):   As one way to support the EHUMC Stewardship 

Campaign, we will begin a new curriculum --Thinking 

Theologically about Money.   We will look at giving, sav-

ing and spending wih guidance from Scripture, experi-

ence, reason and tradition.   (You may recognize this as 

the Wesleyan Quadrilateral).   Be there --you just may 

learn something new!  

Youth Fellowship (Sundays @ 5:15 -7:30 p.m., be-

ginning in the Family Life Center; $3 for dinner):    

February 7:   Famine Kick -off -- Find out all you need 

to know to participate in the Feb. 26 -27 World Vision 

30 Hour Famine (see below for more details on this spe-

cial event).   Pick up your packet tonight!  

February 14:   No Youth Fellowship --President's Day 

Weekend 

February 21:   Easter Eggs the Ukrainian Way --

Pysanky (aka Pysanka) are Ukrainian Easter eggs cre-

ated with the ancient wax -resist process.  "Ancient pre -

Christian peoples decorated eggs believing that great  

powers were embodied in the egg...  With the advent of 

Christianity, Easter eggs came to symbolize the Resur-

rection and the spiritual rebirth of [people].   Legend has 

is that as long as pysanky are decorated, goodness will 

prevail throughout the world."   [Pysanka Beginner's 

Designs by Joan Nakonechny].   Special guest Carol 

Rick (better known to me as "Aunt Carol") is traveling 

from Pennsylvania to share her workshop with us.   No 

artistic experience necessary (or I would be sitting 

out!).   Please save an egg carton to protect your finished 

Easter egg.  All other materials supplied.  

February 28:   4th Sunday Worship Service --

Worship for Youth by Youth, featuring the Youth 

Praise Band.   Let Mathilda Avirett -Mackenzie or Victo-

ria know how you would like to be involved.  

Special Event:    

30 Hour Famine & Lock -In   (February 26 & 27)  

Participants agree to fast for 30* hours to better under-

stand the issue of hunger in a  very real way.   Each par-

ticipant is asked to raise a minimum of $30 and begin 

the fast on their own at 1 p.m. on Friday, February 

26.  Beginning at 5 p.m., we will support each other 

during the lock -in.   On Saturday, February 27,  we 

will  make a difference in our community, too, by par-

ticipating in a service project with a local non -profit 

organization.   At 7 p.m., we will break our fast as we 

serve communion to one another.   Following this year's 

famine and lock -in will be a dinner experience, hosted 

by the Happy Heretics Sunday School class.   For more 

information about this event, see Andy Armstrong or 

Victoria.  

*Please note that due to an individual's age, health restrictions, extra-

curricular activities, etc..., sensible exceptions are encourage and sup-

ported.   

All 6th -12th graders are welcome to attend youth activities.   For more information or to be added to the e -mail list, contact Vi ctoria Lawson, 

Director. of Youth Ministries, at victorial@embryhillsumc.org  or 770-938-0661, ext. 113. 



 

Music & Worship Arts  

For more information about this monthõs 

events, please contact  

Amir Zaheri  
Director of Music & Worship Arts and Organist  

Embry Hills UMC 

(770) 938-0661, ext. 117  

amirz@embryhillsumc.org  


