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Sargent’s Voice 

I 
 ended up in Charleston for a 

couple of days not too long ago.  A 

couple of high school friends of 

mine, after all these years, decided 

they wanted to marry each other on the 

beach at Kiawah Island.  So, I tripped 

o v e r  t o  h i t c h  ‗ e m . 

While I was there, I picked up one of 

those Visitors‘ Guides from the 

Department of Tourism.  And, I found 

an ad.  It called attention to the many 

things to do while in the Charleston 

area.  With so much to do and so little 

time, how‘s one to know where to start?  

Do what the locals do, the ad 

encouraged.  Follow the ―never-fail 

plan.‖  Ready for the plan? 

―Stroll.  Explore.  Browse.  Taste.  

See.  Do.  Snooze.  Repeat.‖ 

As I pondered that plan, I came to 

like it.  And, I came to hear in that plan 

echoes of a plan that‘s good for all of us, 

anywhere, anytime. 

Stroll.  We often run, blitz, screech, 

fly, rush, hustle, ninety-going-north.  

There‘s something about a stroll.  A 

walk.  It‘s sometimes good to stroll with 

someone else, to share and to listen and 

to ponder.  I hope you‘ll stroll sometime 

soon.  For pell-mell, helter-skelter folks 

like you and me, it‘s a good thing. 

Explore.  We like it safe.  We stay 

right here.  Not geographically so much.  

Mentally.  Emotionally.  Psychologically.  

Theologically.  So many of us made up 

our minds about things so long ago that 

new insights, new possibilities, new 

ideas, new thoughts about things don‘t 

know they have an inn with us where 

they may visit and even stay.  When‘s 

the last time you intentionally read a 

book or sought to learn something that 

is completely outside your zone of 

safety?  There‘s a big ol‘ world out there, 

waiting for us to explore it.  And, within 

ourselves, deep in the dark moisture of 

our souls, is an even larger inner world, 

which we often leave unexplored.  Strike 

out.  It‘s a good thing. 

Browse.  See ―Stroll.‖  We‘re much 

too hurried and often much too 

impulsive to browse.  And, when I say 

―Browse,‖ I don‘t so much mean over the 

jeans or the decorative touches for our 

homes.  Browse is related to ―Explore.‖  

There‘s so much to touch, to try on, to 

notice.  Browse-ful exploration can be 

the wonderful antidote to our sameness. 

Taste.  Experience is to be savored.  

There‘s so much bounty, so much flavor, 

in what we experience each day.  I do 

know that it‘s difficult to savor 

experiences that are unpleasant or 

characterized by suffering or struggle.  

But, so many of us miss our lives, 

because we‘re on the way, often quickly, 

to the next moment, to the next thing.  

Taste today, with what bitterness or joy 

or sadness or gladness it brings.  In that 

taste of life is something dear. 

See.  John Newton was willing to 

see, as you recall from his now-famous 

words.  ―I was blind, but now I see.‖  

But, seeing….  There‘s a price tag on 

that.  Seeing costs us some of our dearly-

held opinions about things.  That‘s why 

the preacher in Ecclesiastes says that 

ignorance is bliss.  Sight is pretty 

expensive.  Because, there‘s no seeing 

without change, without movement.  I 

can‘t recall where, or even the name of 

the people, but there is an indigenous 

culture somewhere on the planet where 

the people greet one another in this way.  

―Here I am,‖ one person says, to which 

the other responds, ―I see you.‖  Wow.  

What would we see, just within our own 

circle, if we really opened our eyes?  

Might we see the ―glimpses of truth‖ 

God has for us, as that old hymn 

wonders? 

Do.  We‘ve all heard about good 

intentions.  I wish I received credit for 

all that I had hoped to do, wanted to do, 

intended to do.  Unfortunately, the 

world is made better only by what we 

actually do, the justice work in which we 

actually engage ourselves.  If you‘re like 

me, there‘s something you know you‘ve 

been called to do, and it‘s still undone. 

Snooze.  In the Bible, they call this 

―Sabbath.‖  See ―Stroll.‖  Sabbath ain‘t 

for busy people, who think that the 

world depends upon their busy activity.  

I recall one mentor of mine saying once 

that ―busyness is essentially laziness.‖  I 

think that‘s true.  It‘s easier to run than 

to rest.  Because, in the rest is the still, 

small voice, that calls and beckons us, 

that redirects and reproves us, that 

moves and changes us.  And, we often 

drown it out.  Not to mention the 

toughness of these times, and how 

important it is for us to rest and re-

create.  I hope you‘re finding time to do 

that. 

Repeat.  If this is a ―never-fail 

plan,‖ I suspect it‘s worth repeating. 

I hope your summer‘s going well.  

Know that I love you. 

Mark Sargent is the senior pastor at Embry 

Hills UMC. If he’s not ministering to folks, 

he’s likely communing with God on the golf 

course. 
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Our Church Family 

Contributions due date for the 

September 2010 Newsletter: 

Friday, August 20, 2010   
Please send all content to 

newsletter@embryhillsumc.org 

 In memory of Mary Jean Hockman, mother of 

Lee Hockman: Pete & Dodie Risse (Ministry & 

Missions) 

 In memory of Marion Tarr: Scott Tarr (Ministry 

& Missions) 

 In memory of Bill Hinton, brother of Bob Hinton: 

Linton & Ruth Broome, Chart & Linda Bonham, 

Paul & Helen Swope, Sylvia Pannell, Bob & Pat 

Lansdell, Cliff & Jane Griffin, Harold & Charlotte 

Mauldin, Jerry & Suzanne Wilson, Earl & Anne 

Witcher, (Ministry & Missions), Fellowship Sunday 

School Class, Jack & Alice Glover (Craftsmen Fund) 

 In memory of Edna Carns, sister of Ernest 

McElroy: Jack & Veleta Holley, Jerry & Suzanne 

Wilson, (Ministry & Missions) 

 In memory of Pat Carpenter, mother of Tracy 

Carpenter: Bob & Pat Lansdell (Ministry & 

Missions) 

 In memory of Shelley Harmon:  Kim & John 

Hepler (Camp Glisson Fund) 

 In memory of my Father, Edward G. Cummins: 

Diane Roberts (Ministry & Missions) 

 In memory of Augustina Lizardi:  Luis Davila-

Lizardi (Ministry & Missions) 

 In memory of CPT William Keith Jernigan: Bill 

& Toni Jernigan (Ministry & Missions) 

 In memory of ROTC Cadet Kevin A. Graham: 

Bill & Toni Jernigan (Ministry & Missions) 

 In memory of 2nd LT Jeffery C. Graham: Bill & 

Toni Jernigan (Ministry & Missions) 

 In memory of Cpl. Evan A. Marshall: Bill & Toni 

Jernigan (Ministry & Missions) 

 In honor of Lee Hockman: Julie Hall (Ministry & 

Missions) 

 In honor of Mark & Elaine’s birthdays: Marcille 

Metaxas (Ministry & Missions) 

 In honor of Cecil & Huvian Ingram:  Scott Tarr 

(Ministry & Missions) 

 In remembrance of Inez Fain on her birthday, 

July 13th: Tuesday Practice Group of Embry Hills 

line dancers (Ministry & Missions)  

 Memorials & Honorariums 

Chuck Bell  Dee Moore  Lilly 

Hoffman    Kim Evans Helen 

Swope  Bob Bevers  Dodie 

Risse  Suzanne Wilson  Lee 

Hockman  Dorothy Jones  

Jim Jones  Ruth Broome  

Mary Jo Garvin  Bob Mell  

Jim Lowry*  Millie Taylor*  

Grace Lowry*  Kaye Fason*  

Madonna Holley*  Barbara 

Loar*      *Homebound Members 

 

Prayer List 

 In Transition: 

Please be in prayer for the 

following people: 

 

Florine Lang, grandmother of Steven Lang, passed 

away recently. 

Mary Jean Hockman, mother of Lee Hockman, 

passed away July 12, 2010. A service was held in 

Snellville, GA on July 14, 2010. 

Edna Carns, sister of Ernest McElroy, passed away 

recently. 

Bill Hinton, brother of Bob Hinton passed away 

June 24, 2010. A service was held in Snellville, GA on 

June 27, 2010. 

 

Please keep the families and loved ones of these people 

in your thoughts and prayers. 
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There are no homebound birthdays this issue but our 

homebound members always enjoy hearing from 

us.  

Addresses for homebound members are available 

in the quilt square basket in the hall behind the 

church office.  Please take a few names and send 

a card or write a note to remind our friends they are 

close to our hearts.  This is another way to share love 

within our church family. Please contact Marcille 

Metaxas with questions. (770)496-5983 or 

marcillemetaxas@gmail.com. 

Telephone: (770) 938-0661 
Church E-Mail: info@embryhillsumc.org 

Newsletter E-Mail:  

newsletter@embryhillsumc.org 
Newsletter Editor: Larry Donroe-Wells 

Need to contact someone at the church? Here’s a staff directory: 

Staff Directory 

Name Title E-Mail* Ext 

Mark Sargent Senior Pastor marks 111 

Elaine Puckett Associate Pastor elainep 112 

Valerie Harvard Pastor to Children valerieh 114 

Victoria  Lawson Director, Youth victorial 113 

Jane Carter Office Administration janec 121 

Amir Zaheri 
Director Music & 

Worship Arts 
amirz 117 

Lori Cora Financial Secretary loric 123 

Sally Kramer 

Adele Harrison 
104 

Co-Directors of Kindergarten 

ehumk@embryhillsumc.org  

*follow e-mail addresses with @embryhillsumc.org 

With Thanks   

From Lee Hockman: 

I would like to sincerely thank all of my Embry Hills fam-

ily for their prayers and cards during my recent pre-

mature demise. I love you all and your prayers helped 

me and my family through a tough time. Also, thanks 

for the cards and prayers for my Mom...she passed 

peacefully and is with my Dad, her mom and dad, 

brother and sister and many friends now in a much 

better place. 

Children's Choir Kickoff  
Sunday September 12th!! 

‗Get to know you‘ games, special snacks, and choir 

sign-up. Invite your friends and neighbors to be a part 

of our choirs this year. 

Cherub Choir for our youngest singers: 3 years old-

Kindergarten. 4:00-4:35 pm room 312. 

Apprentice Choir for beginner singers. 4:45 pm-5:45 

pm Room 312. 

Junior Choir for our more advanced singers. 4:45 pm

-5:45 pm Room 312. 

This year, our children's worship arts 

ministry will focus on inviting and including singers 

from the Northlake Community. Children of all ages 

are invited to join us on Sunday afternoons whether 

they attend EHUMC or not. We hope to develop a 

community children's choir ministry based on the 

Spivey Hall Children's Chorus and Callanwolde 

Singers model of teaching and leading young singers. 

The Apprentice and Junior choirs will lead in worship 

at EHUMC, as well as perform at community events 

like the Braves Games, tree lighting Christmas events 

and such. 

Our choir ministry at EHUMC seeks to identify and 

develop the many gifts that children bring to our 

worship experience. Singing, playing a variety of 

instruments, creative movement/dance and art will be 

offered within the choir time to allow children to use 

their creativity as worship leaders.   

What: UMM Annual Golf Tournament 

When: September 22, 2010 

Where: The Oaks Golf Course, Covington, GA 

Best Ball from white tees (unless you are 75 or over).  

Ladies play from gold tees. 

To participate, contact Earl Witcher ASAP at (770) 934

-8835 or thewitchers@bellsouth.net.  
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Missions & 
As we look to summer coming 

to a close and time to get back 

to regular business, we invite 

you to to our September 

General Meeting on Tuesday, 

September 7 at 10:00 a.m. in 

the Chapel.  It will be our 

special time for our Mission 

Study for the year.  Terry and/

or Sue Raymond will lead us in 

the study which serves us as a 

way to "motivate, inform, and 

enrich our commitment to 

g l o ba l  min i s t r y . "  ( se e 

www.gbgm-umc.org/umw for 

in f or mat io n  abo ut  th e 

study)  Further information 

will be forthcoming in the 

Source next month or contact 

me. 

Sue Ownbey (shownbey@yahoo.com) 

Did you Snooze last Sunday?? 

Did you  miss last Sunday’s sermon because you 

figured you’d take the opportunity to catch up on 

your sleep? Did the alarm fail to go off? Were you 

out of town?? 

Never fear! The podcast is here. ―A what?‖ you ask. 

A podcast is a digital recording that you can 

download from a website to your computer to 

listen to whatever content that is on the recording. 

Now you can go to the Embry Hills website at 

www.EmbryHillsUMC.org/podcast and either 

listen to a past sermon OR even listen to an entire 

worship service! This is  a great opportunity to 

share our message to others who may need some 

nurturing or who may otherwise be unable to 

attend church. Try it out...I think you‘ll be pleased 

with what you hear!!!  

Food for Thought 
 . . . thinking ahead to September 

Thanks to everyone who participated in the Food for 

Thought food drive during the month of July.  All the bags 

offered at the prayer rail during the July 25th worship 

service have been delivered by the Heretics Sunday School 

class to the St. Martin's Food Bank of Holy Cross Catholic 

Church. 

For those of you who would like to participate in 

upcoming drives, here's how it works.  Every other month 

throughout the year on the first Sunday of the month, we'll 

give you a bag to take home with a list of what's 

needed.  You fill the bag with as much as you'd like of any or 

all of the items listed. Bring the bag back on the last Sunday 

of the month and it will be delivered to the food bank.  Here 

are the upcoming dates for September: 

September 6th:  Pick up an empty bag following 

worship and fill as you can. 

September 27th:  Return offering to the prayer 

rail. 

In the mean time, school is starting back, so the month 

of August is a good time to replenish supplies for Snax Sax.  

If you have questions, please contact Tracy Carpenter (770)

823-3533 or Suzanne Segler (404) 271-0164  

UMWUMW  

Back to School, Back to ChurchBack to School, Back to Church  

A Celebration! 

As the summer season comes to an end and the school 

season begins, we wanted to bring our church family 

together for a celebration.  Please join us for a Covered 

Dish Dinner, “Back to School, Back to Church 

Celebration” on Sunday, Aug. 15 at noon.  We will join in 

the Family Life Center to stay cool, enjoy some wonderful 

food and share radical hospitality.  Please bring a dish (or 

two) to share that feeds at least 8 people.  Drinks will be 

provided.  You can store your dishes in the Family Life 

Center and the kitchen during Sunday school and the 

service.  The Witness Committee is pleased to coordinate 

this event, but we need your help to make this 

successful.  Volunteers are needed for set up and clean 

up.  Please contact Catherine Maloney 770-938-6418 with 

questions or to volunteer. 

Yoga with Penny BolenYoga with Penny Bolen  

August:  Tuesday 17, 24, 31 at 6 p.m. 

                           Wednesday 18, 25  at 9:30 a.m. 

September:  Tuesday 7, 21, 28 at 6:00 pm 

                           Wednesday 1, 8, 22, 29 at 9:30  

October:  Tuesday 5, 12, 19, 26 at 6:00 pm 

                           Wednesday 6, 13, 20, 27 at 9:30 

November:  Tuesday 2, 16,  23 at 6:00 pm 

                           Wednesday 3, 17, 24 at 9:30  

Classes meet in the Rehearsal Hall (choir room). 

Each class is 1 hour long and is $8.00. Be sure to 

bring a mat. 
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Ministries 

Our friends‘ daughter, Sophia, was diagnosed 

with brain cancer when she was only 2 ½ 

years old. Whenever she felt well, Sophia 

would laugh, sing, dance, and color. She adored doing 

schoolwork in her preschool level workbooks. She loved 

solving mazes and finding hidden pictures. Sophia died in 

February of 2009, when she was only 4 years old. She would 

have turned 6 this August. Her family and friends want to 

honor her memory on her birthday with a gift to other 

children fighting cancer. Since we associate crayons, coloring 

books, and workbooks with Sophia, we want to collect as many 

as possible to give to the AFLAC Cancer 

Center and other Atlanta pediatric cancer 

organizations. We would love your help in 

collecting: coloring books, crayons, drawing 

pads, colored pencils, stickers, workbooks for 

all grade levels, and puzzle books with mazes and hidden 

picture games. There will be a box for collection in the 

entryway near the Family Life Center. We are hoping to 

deliver the items the first and second weeks of August. Thank 

you for any donations. For questions, contact Mary or Libba 

James-Ricks at oscar5r@msn.com.  

COLORING FOR SMILES 

T 
he Youth of EHUMC have been on the go during 

July! Some of us have spent A LOT of time 

together.  The September issue will have more 

details as I am literally packing right now for the last 

Youth event of the summer--our mission trip to 

Savannah!  So, let's see…beginning July 11th we 

welcomed our 6th graders.  The rest of that week was 

filled with an amazing week with the campers at Camp 

Hollywood through FOCUS (Families of Children Under 

Stress).  Every night that same week, we gathered in 

fellowship, be it at a pool, Six Flags, Atlantic Station or 

"locking in" together.  Following that week, we 

volunteered at Vacation Bible School.  There are some 

amazing volunteers that make that happen and your 

6th-12th graders are many of them!  Finally, as I 

mentioned, we will end the month with a mission trip to 

Savannah, where we will work together with three other 

churches to witness through our service.  We are so 

excited to find out the particulars when we arrive on 

July 25 and cannot wait to share them with you when 

we return. 

 It's true--August follows July.  Hard to believe that this 

month holds the last week of summer on the first line of 

the calendar (for most students).  Our special events 

calendar may be winding down (and allowing some 

recovery!), but our regular schedule is still going 

strong.  Sunday School and Youth Fellowship will meet 

each Sunday this month and any 6th-12th graders are 

welcome!  Sunday School meets in Room 403 each 

Sunday at 9:45 a.m.  We have had some great 

discussions over the summer on the different 

relationships in our lives.  Youth Fellowship meets each 

Sunday night, beginning in the Family Life Center at 

5:15 p.m. (bring $3 for dinner), ending at 7:30 p.m.  
 

Victoria Lawson 

770-938-0661, ext. 113 

June 2010 puts us at the halfway point for the 

year. Our $834,000 annual budget for 2010 calls 

for $417,000 for the first six months of 2010. We 

have only received $390,000 June year-to-date, 

yielding a shortfall of ($27,000).  

 

June 2010 contributions were $60,164.38 and 

expenses were $73,635.44, resulting in a net loss 

of ($13,471.06). The Line of Credit (LOC) 

balance for June 30, 2010 remains at 

$117,772.52. On a Year-to-date basis, net 

contributions are $390,112.32 and expenses are 

$390,703.08, resulting in a net loss of ($590.76).  
  

J. Rick McDaniel 

Finance Chairman  
  

Genesis 14:20 

And blessed be God Most High, who delivered your 

enemies into your hand."  Then Abram gave him a tenth 

of everything. 

On the Financial Side... 

 Please Don’t Forget to continue 

giving while you are away this 

summer. Your church depends on 

your gifts and tithes. 
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Vacation Bible School: 

W 
ell, the Starship Galactic Praise has come 

and gone, but the memories of our 

amazing cosmic adventure in learning 

about and praising God will stay with us forever. What 

an awesome time! The most phenomenal galactic crew 

ever worked many hours putting on the most incredible 

VBS ever! 

I‘m still not sure who had more fun - the kids or the 

volunteers. We volunteers surely had fun letting our 

inner sci-fi-loving geeks come out to play. Several 

volunteers got into character by dressing up. In 

addition to Vulcan Val and Commander Judy, we had 

an astronaut, a Lieutenant Uhuru, and Galactic Funk 

band members as hapless Star Trek crewmembers in 

their red ―Expendable‖ shirts. Dr. Veebs was a huge hit 

again with the funky hair and his ―utterly amazing‖ 

shtick. 

The decorations were the best of any previous VBS 

here, especially in our welcome area and main assembly 

area. I think some of our decorating folks really wanted 

to be rocket scientists! Vulcan Val‘s welcome table was 

very popular, as always. The kids enjoyed playing with 

the various aliens and spaceships, and I think we went 

through about a thousand Silly Bands and who knows 

how much candy over the course of the week. Our little 

cadets knew they were welcome, wanted, and loved, and 

that‘s why we were all there – for the children. 

The children couldn‘t wait to come back each day, 

because they were having a blast! They were enjoying 

fun and well-planned crafts, having a great time in 

Rocket Recreation, savoring healthy snacks, and 

singing catchy tunes. Our storytellers were 

outstanding, making the stories from the Bible relevant 

to the kids today. For the first time ever, we had an off-

site field trip - to the Bradley Observatory at Agnes 

Scott College, where the children saw a great show in 

the planetarium and then participated in several hands

-on learning experiences. One mother commented the 

next morning that her child told her it was the best 

field trip he‘d ever had. 

The children were learning important life-lessons 

about our loving God and holding incredible discussions 

about what they were learning. Some of the classroom 

discussions I heard about would have been amazing for 

an adult study class, and these were kids having them! 

Some of the discussions the kids had this week were 

about less lofty issues, like whether Vulcan Val was 

really a Vulcan and whose voice was behind the puppet 

Galileo. Such mysteries remain, but the children 

attending this year‘s Galactic Blast VBS learned that 

our God is wonderful, incredible, amazing, magnificent, 

and awesome. By our warm and friendly hospitality, 

these precious children also learned that our God is 

loving, accepting, and welcoming. Great job, crew!                             

      ~Cmdr. Judy Campbell 

Vulcan Val and I would like to thank the following hard-working Galactic Blast crew members and behind-the-

scenes helpers for making this year‘s VBS possible: 

Celine Andre 

Akshita Angra 

Andy Armstrong 

Riley Ashworth 

Kelsey Bailey 

Kim Blackwell 

Courtney Bostwick 

Lisa Braxton 

Liz Britt 

Dana Buckelew 

Elizabeth Burns 

Matthew Carlino 

Cameron Carr 

Shirley Carriker 

Tracy Carpenter 

Jane Carter 

Mark Chicoine 

Al Coltrane 

Dottie Coltrane 

Harrison Cora 

Lori Cora 

The Craftsmen 

John Cowden 

Caitlyn Deal 

Holly Deal 

Riley Deichert 

Katrina Demarcus 

Larry Donroe-Wells 

Elaine Eisemann 

Ann England 

Bianca Flynn 

Jane Griffin 

Barbara Hamlett 

Perry Hamlett 

Barbara Harrison 

Max Heeden 

Sophie Heeden 

Vivian Heeden  

Wyman Heeden 

JoAnn Hinton 

Catherine Hunter 

Mary James-Ricks 

Libba James-Ricks 

Toni Jernigan 

Sang Chan Kim 

Sang Yoon Kim 

Gordon Kitchens 

Vicki Ladshaw 

Ashleigh Lawson 

Michael Lawson 

Victoria Lawson 

Betsy Lyen 

Nick Marsh 

Erica Martin 

Wes Martin 

Charlotte Mauldin 

Ken Mackenzie 

Pat McElroy 

Frances McKinney 

Marcille Metaxas 

Paige Moore 

Willis Moore 

Kim Openo 

Sue Ownbey 

Carrie Palmer 

Larry Palmer 

Jo Pittman 

Betty Poole 

Max Poole 

Elaine Puckett 

Bill Robinson 

Mark Sargent 

Carolyn Shaffer 

Loni Shellhouse 

Whitney Shepard 

Maria Shurant 

Libby Sinner 

Anslee Skelton 

Misty Speake 

Michael Starling 

Jen Takeuchi 

Adrian Waller 

Alisha Waller 

Allyn Waller 

Lance Waller 

Matthew Waller 

Barbara Wallmo 

Elizabeth Washburn 

Lauren Weiss 

Fan Wekel 

Jorg Wekel 

Frances West 

Kameisha White 

Charli Whitfield 

Anita Wight 

Amir Zaheri 
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A Recap 
Editor’s Note: Tracy Carpenter and I had the joy and pleasure to serve as class leaders for the VBS Xtreme group. This bright and enthusiastic 

group of rising 5th and 6th graders came to Vacation Bible School armed with a good grasp and understanding of the lessons we taught through-

out the week. Xtreme participant Lacey Shaffer provided the following “diary” of what she and her peers learned during our Galactic Blast VBS.  

This years VBS 

theme was Galactic Blast 

– A Cosmic Adventure 

Praising God.  On Mon-

day morning, our space 

commander, ―Commander 

Cool‖, introduced us to 

Galileo the green gorilla, 

who thought he was the 

smartest gorilla in astro-

naut school!  We learned 

about the creation of the 

universe and how in just 

six days God created the entire world.  We talked about 

ways to take care of the Earth. 

Our second mission was to Mount Horeb where we 

met Elijah hiding in a cave at the top of the mountain.  

God came to speak to Elijah.  Elijah experienced a 

strong wind, an earthquake and a roaring fire, but God 

did not speak through any of these.  God spoke to Elijah 

in a still, small voice and told him there were still peo-

ple who believed.  Our space connection on the second 

mission taught the cadets about the moon.  We learned 

that the moon never leaves the earth‘s side.  Even when 

we can‘t see the moon, it is always near Earth.  We 

must remember that God never leaves us.  God is al-

ways near us, hearing our prayers and ready to help us. 

That afternoon 60 kids and 20 chaperones went to 

the Agnes Scott College Planetarium.  They learned 

about constellations and planets.  They got to look at a 

telescope and make fun star charts.  Madelyn Shaffer 

says ―The Planetarium was one of my favorite parts of 

the week.‖ 

Our third mission took us to Samaria where Jesus 

stopped by a well for a drink of water.  He met a woman 

at the well and spoke to her.  Jesus knew all about her 

even though she didn‘t know him at all.  When she 

learned that he was God‘s son, 

she praised him by bringing 

others to learn more about 

him.  The space connection 

taught us that God created all 

the stars and put each one in 

place.  God gave all the stars a 

name and He knows each one 

by name.  God knows each one 

of us too! 

Our fourth mission took us on the road to Jericho.  

As Jesus traveled to Galilee there was a blind beggar by 

the side of the road.  When the beggar heard the crowd 

gathering, he asked who was coming.  Someone told 

him that it was Jesus and the blind man began to shout 

for him.  Others told him to be quiet but Jesus asked 

that someone bring the blind beggar to him.  The blind 

man wanted Jesus to let him see again and Jesus 

healed him.  After seeing the miracle, the crowd started 

to praise God.  Our space connection taught us that 

comets burn brightly when they are near the sun.  Like 

comets, when we are close to God, we can shine like a 

comet. 

Our fifth and final mission took us 

to Emmaus.  Two disciples were 

traveling and Jesus began to walk 

with them, but the disciples did 

not recognize him.  They told Je-

sus about everything that had 

happened in Jerusalem over the 

last few days.  Jesus told them 

about the scriptures and they 

asked him to stay for dinner.  As 

Jesus blessed the food, the two 

disciples recognized him and he vanished.  They re-

turned to Jerusalem to tell others what had happened. 

In VBS this week, we learned that God never leaves 

our side and we should stay close to God through prayer 

and studying His word.  We also learned that we should 

take care of God‘s creation since He made it all for us to 

enjoy!  Our God is wonderful, incredible, amazing, mag-

nificent and awesome….Praise GOD! 
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 Calendar:   
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August 2010 
 

Sunday Worship Schedule 

8:45—Early Worship Service 

9:45—Sunday School 

11:00—Worship Service 

For calendar updates, please refer 

to the website calendar at 

www.embryhillsumc.org 
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